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Long Beach Cambodian American United Methodist Church is located near Cambodia 
Town in Long Beach. Long Beach has the largest concentration of Cambodians of any city 
outside of Cambodia. Many Cambodian people immigrated to Long Beach in the 1980s. 

The motivation for this Project stemmed from the desire to highlight the cultural and 
difficult past life experiences of the Cambodian people and how these experiences impacted their 
faith in God. The people of Cambodia have a history of hardship and atrocities that include the 
ravages of war under the terror reign of the communist Khmer Rouge regime that destroyed 
Cambodia and decimated millions of lives prematurely leaving orphans and widows. Many died 
by starvation, torture, and execution. Death was real and yet some had escaped it. Their journey 
into the United States was by foot to the refugee camps in Thailand and then finally after months 
of waiting in the camps, they boarded airplanes to arrive in the United States once their 
sponsorship was approved. Despite the challenges and struggles, the Cambodian Christian 
people persevered and could look back to see the grace and guidance of God through their 


perilous journey. Their hardship and the past atrocities remind them of how fortunate and blessed 


they are to be alive and to have a second chance. As such, through this Project I would like to 
show some of the ways that the life experiences of the Cambodian people bring richness and 
passion to the worship service and to the life of the church. Therefore, the Project seeks to 
explore what are the salient elements of the spiritual life and Christian worship in the Cambodian 
community at Long Beach Cambodian American United Methodist Church in order to provide a 
guide for worship leaders who may be interested in working with Cambodian churches. 

The project was designed using a case study using the methodology of qualitative 
research. A questionnaire was designed with eight questions with subsection of choices to select 
and rank for each question. There were 52 respondents from the congregation which allowed for 
sampling across social economic, age, and inclusion of both male and female respondents. The 
form was available in both English and Khmer, so that the Project could be conducted in both 
languages. The questions were read in both languages and adequate time was given after each 
question, and questions were clarified as needed. 

The results of the Project indicated that there were common themes related to the life 
experience of the Cambodian people from their past and how that life experience, especially the 
negative experiences had led them to find God. The Project found elements that are salient and 
life-giving to the Cambodian Christians. For example, one hundred percent of the respondents 
chose “To be in the presence of the Holy” as their most important reason to attend church. The 
next highest choice was “To be with a community of believers,” ranking as #2 with eighty-five 
percentage points. 

The findings of the Project further suggest that given their tragic past, respondents are 
inspired by hearing preachings or personal testimonies that “Give a sense of belonging” or about 


a “Living faith in Christ”. Some other important reasons for the respondents to attend a 


Cambodian worship service are “To help others and show them kindness,” “To find hope for 
myself and other Cambodians,” and “To get together with people who share my history and 
understand my story.” 

Overall, the project found that people long to be in the presence of the Holy when they 
are attending a worship service especially when the worship service is in their native tongue 
where they can fully understand the message of hope for themselves and for others. Attending a 
Cambodian church also gives Cambodian people a sense of belonging and happiness when they 
are in the company of those who share their past painful history and current life adjustment 


experience in the United States. 
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Psalm 121 
A Song of Ascents 


'T lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
where does my help come from? 
2My help comes from the LorD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot slip— 
he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD watches over you— 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
® the sun will not harm you by day, 
nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all harm— 
he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
both now and forevermore. 


New International Version 


Vill 


“God’s dream is that you and I 

and all of us will realize that 

we are family, 

That we are made for togetherness, 
For goodness, 

And for compassion.” 


- Desmond Tutu, Cleric and Activist 
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Chapter 1 
The People of Cambodia 

A. The People of Cambodia: History and Culture 

Cambodia, also known as Kampuchea to some, is a country in Southeast Asia. The 
people are referred to as Cambodians and the language of Cambodia is Khmer, or just 
Cambodian to others. Cambodia is surrounded by Vietnam, Thailand, and Laos. The size of the 
country is about that of the state of Missouri. However, Missouri has a population of 6.15 million 
and Cambodia has a population of 16.77 million people. Cambodia also has some important 
inland waterways that are commonly known, which are the Mekong River and Tonle Sap. The 
country also has one of the seven Amazing Wonders of the World landmarks—Angkor Wat, 
which is an 800-plus-year-old famous temple. Thousands of people from around the world visit 
the temple daily. Mark Standen, the author of a historian book about Cambodia provides this 
perspective: 

Angkor is a symbol of power, of greatness, of immortality. Angkor Wat and the other 

stone temples of the ancient capital of the Khmer were built by god-kings to link the 

human and the divine in life and to allow the two to merge in death . . . The symbolic 

death...The symbolic essence of such power is as potent today as it was a thousand years 

ago when the Khmer nation was founded, and the passage of time through Angkor is 

marked as much by a metaphorical continuity as by physical change.! 

Despite some damage from the wars and the passage of time, the temple is majestically 
breathtaking and awe-inspiring. It is still the pride and heritage of the country. The word 


“Angkor " has its origin from the Sanskrit word “nagara” which means "city" or "capital ". 


Angkor “is the world’s largest religious building.” It took about 37 years to complete. 


' Mark Standen, Passage Through Angkor (Phnom Penh: Indochina News Corporation, 1994), 9. 
> Standen, Passage Through Angkor, 17. 


The country also had Portuguese settlers in 1553. A French missionary, Father Louis 
Chevreul, who visited the southern part of the country and the capital Phnom Penh at the time, 
left in 1665 disappointed by the conflicts and the indifference of the Cambodian people to his 
message. Helen Penfold notes that during that time there was an attempt by France to have 
Roman Catholic influence over the country but “it was not a popular religion, partly because of 
rivalry between Spanish and Portuguese settlers. A hundred years later French missionaries 
returned to find that Roman Catholicism had been established by Spanish Franciscans in 1719, 
ministering to the Spanish community in Cambodia.”? 

Cambodia was at one point in time under French influence and was its ‘protectorate’ in 
1863 and Roman Catholicism was the religion of its officials during the time. No Bible was 
translated at the time until much later when Arthur Harmon of Christian and Missionary Alliance 
(C&MA) and a literature committee translated the Bible in 1954—about 30 years after Harmond 
had been in Cambodia. Christianity had entered Cambodia mainly through the C&MA for it had 
sent Arthur and Esther Hammond and David and Muriel Ellison. The first Bible school opened in 
Cambodia was in the province (town) of Battambang in 1925 by David Ellison of the C&MA. 

Prior to Cambodia’s fall into the hands of the communist regime, Khmer Rouge (Red 
Cambodians), that was under the ruthless leadership of its infamous leader, Pol Pot, the country’s 
capital, Phnom Penh, was a modern and busy city with modern streets and vibrant commerce. 
The city had its own airport connecting those outsides of the country to come visit. However, the 
hands of death manifested by the cruelty of the Khmer Rouge regime (1975-79), millions of 
lives perished which amount to about one half of Cambodia’s population. Tragically I am the 


lone survivor of my family of four, and my cousin is the lone survivor of her family of nine and 


3 Helen Penfold, Remember Cambodia (Sevenoaks, UK: Overseas Missionary Fellowship, 1979), 
17. 


similarly other orphans or widows who lost many of their loved ones too. This next excerpt from 
a book by Elizabeth Becker sums it up this way: 
From the first day of victory, the Cambodian communists known as the Khmer Rouge 
enforced a revolution of unprecedented terror and destruction. The outlines are generally 
known: how the capital city and towns were emptied, and everyone sent to the fields; 
how the cream of the old society was systematically hunted down and often killed; how 
there was scant food, poor shelter, and no relief from a punishing work schedule; how the 
population was ruled by terror; and how punishment by torture and death became 
routine.* 
My parents were victims of their torture and lost their lives, and my younger sister, a victim of 
their cruel starvation and punishing work, died at the mere age of four. 
B. The People of Cambodia: Immigrants to the United States in Southern California 
The people of Cambodia have a history of hardship and atrocities that include the ravages 
of wars. One infamous war was the war under the communist Khmer Rouge (Red Cambodian) 
regime from 1975 to 1979 that destroyed Cambodia and decimated millions of lives prematurely, 
leaving people as orphans and widows. It is known as the Cambodian Genocide war committed 
under the leadership of the ruthless communist leader Pol Pot. “Many were executed, often after 
enduring horrific brutality. Some families decided to split up to increase their individual chances 
of survival. Others were forced apart in the chaos of the evacuation.”° As a result of the ruthless 
war, many Cambodian people ended up orphaned or widowed. Many died and left no offspring 
to continue their lineage. Many who survived and who were lucky enough to have immigrated to 
the United States can recall vividly that very difficult and traumatic past. Death was real and yet 


they had escaped it. Their journey into the United States was either by foot or boat until they 


boarded the airplanes to arrive in the United States. Their life journeys also come with many 


4 Elizabeth Becker, When the War Was Over (New York: Simon and Shuster, 1986), 14. 
> Nancy Joan Smith-Hefner, Khmer American: Identity and Moral Education in a Diasporic 
Community (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999), 1. 
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stories of challenges and struggles where they could look back and see that through the grace of 
God they were guided through the perilous journey. The hardship and the atrocities that they 
have endured and have gone through remind them of how fortunate they are to be alive and to be 
given a second chance. 

In her book Remember Cambodia, author Helen Penfold wrote about the shocking news 
of what Cambodia had gone through at the end of Pol Pot’s reign and at the beginning of the 
Vietnamese-backed Cambodian Communist regime during 1979 as it was reaching the world: 
“The whole world vibrated with shock as headlines ‘Death of a Nation’ told of the devastation of 
Cambodia. Pictures of gaunt skeletons, and unbelievable suffering mirrored on the faces of 
agonized people, are not exaggerated. Mass graves and torture chambers are the epitaph of the 
former government.’”® The atrocities are so unimaginable that even now that the country has 
returned to somewhat of a ‘normal’ status, some of the younger Cambodian generations find it 
unbelievable that such awful things had happened to the country. They are right in having a 
difficult time believing because what the people of Cambodia had gone through was an 
unbelievable ordeal. 

Today, there is a somber genocide memorial site in Phnom Penh, Cambodia that 
reminded the world of the unforgettable and painful time that forever is etched in the minds of 
those who survived and those who have lost their loved ones at the hands of the Khmer Rouge. 
The memorial site is called the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum and it’s “the memorial site of the 
S-21 interrogation and detention center of the Khmer Rouge regime. . . . It preserves a tragic 
period in history with the aim to encourage visitors to be messengers of peace.”’ Visitors who go 

° Penfold, Remember Cambodia, 11-12. 


7“Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum,” Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, accessed August 8, 2023, 
web/2024032523064 1 /https://tuolsleng.gov.kh/en/. 


there today can see the photographs of the victims, the large pile of skulls and bones of those 
who were tortured and killed and watch a short movie documentary of the sad history of the fate 
of the lost ones. 

For the survivors who are immigrants to the United States who mostly arrived in the early 
1980s as refugees of the war and seeking refuge here, many have emotional scars and have to 
cope and deal with post-traumatic stress disorders and other mental illnesses, such as depression 
or anxiety. 

When the Cambodian survivors arrived in the United States, most of them settled in Long 
Beach. In fact, Long Beach has the most Cambodian population living outside of Cambodia. 
Because the largest concentration of Cambodians is in Long Beach, there is a dedicated portion 
of a large stretch of street named for the Cambodian community called Cambodia Town. 
Cambodia Town is the official name for a roughly 1.2-mile-long business corridor along 
Anaheim Street between Junipero and Atlantic Avenues where most Cambodian businesses are 
located. Long Beach has the largest concentration of Cambodians of any city outside of 
Cambodia. Many Cambodian people immigrated to Long Beach in the 1980s. 

C. The People of Cambodia: Religious Context for Both Natives in Cambodia and as 
Immigrants to the United States 

Most of the Cambodian people who live in Cambodia and in the United States today are 
of the Buddhist religion if they are religious. According to Penfold, that predominance is because 
“Cambodia was a staunchly Buddhist country, and Christians .. . had a very difficult time, 
particularly if they were well known.”* The Christians particularly if they were well known have 


the challenge of possibly losing respect with some of their Buddhist friends or colleagues. They 


8 Penfold, Remember Cambodia, 14. 


could be perceived to have renounced their Khmer identity for believing in a ‘foreign God.’ 
That was true then and still is true today because the country’s official religion is Buddhism. 
However, there are more Christians now in the country and there is more acceptance of 
Cambodian people who become Christians. Cambodia has now been more open about having 
other religions for its people that include Christianity and Islam. Abroad and in America, not all 
non-Christian Cambodians are religious or Buddhist. Some Cambodian people identify 
themselves as Buddhist just by the fact that they are Cambodian or of Cambodian descent, but 
they do not go to the Buddhist temple and do not even go even if on rare special occasions or 
festivals that Buddhist people celebrate. Others identify themselves as Buddhist and would go to 
Buddhist temples on special occasions such as Pchum Ben celebration (the word means “to 
gather together”), a festival in October that lasts 15 days and it is a tribute to one’s ancestors 
reaching back as far back as seven generations. During this time, the Cambodian people go to the 
pagoda and bring foods made into food balls and they 
gently toss them outside the temple because they have a belief that some ancestors who 
may have erred in their lifetime, are believed to be unable to enter the temple even in 
spirit form. They can only consume food prepared by their descendants. So, those food 
balls are a tribute to them. It’s believed that if these spirits don’t see their relatives 
bringing them food, they might harbor anger, and that’s something no one wishes for.” 
The Cambodian Christians do not believe in this practice once they become Christians 


due to their faith in Christ and their belief in the Triune God and they do not believe in the spirits 


of their ancestors roaming around. 


° Mengteang Thong, “Pchum Ben: Cambodian Celebration of Ancestral Respect,” The 
Cambodian Circus, accessed August 5, 2021, /web/20240326131416/https://pharecircus.org/how-to- 
celebrate-pchum-ben/. 


I will now focus on the Cambodian Christians and how their life journey intertwines with 
their faith and their worship and other aspects of their faith compared to other non-Cambodian 
Christian practices. 

For some of the Cambodian immigrants who converted from their native religion of 
Buddhism to Christianity, they retain some of their traditional cultural practices that make their 
faith rich and unique as Christians. The life experiences of these converted Cambodian 
Christians bring richness and passion to the worship service and to the life of the church. Often, 
when they come from an ordeal they had gone through in life, these Cambodian people in the 
Christian faith community are very grateful to the faith that they had found and the healing and 
peace they found in Christ. The healing and peace they found in Christ are especially important 
because as survivors of the atrocious Communist war that resulted in death of almost half of the 
country’s population, some survivors suffer mental disorders such as anxiety, depression and 
post-traumatic disorders. Due to their life experiences, their perspectives on life currently in the 
United States are likely unique and different than those who are not from the same background 
and these perspectives have shaped and strengthened their faith in the ways the values they 
placed on worship service experience. They attribute their survival and their ability to cope with 
life despite painful memories to the saving grace of God. 

For example, most Cambodian Christians are very appreciative of their survival from the 
atrocious war and their escape from their native country and for the new opportunity to live in 
the United States through the sponsorship of either their relatives who escaped earlier than they 
did and came to the United States or through the sponsorship of church people whom they never 
knew before. They are grateful to have found a safe place in America. What amazed some of 


them was that their sponsors were Americans who didn’t even know them but still sponsored 


them to come live in the United States. Like me, they eventually came to know Christ because of 
their sponsors. I was sponsored by my Christian sponsors though my sponsors were Cambodian 
who themselves had escaped the war and my sponsors were sponsored by a Christian 
organization known as Campus Crusade for Christ. The Cambodian Christians learned later after 
they became Christian that the reason their sponsors, who did not know them, had offered to 
sponsor them was because of their sponsors’ love for God and their honoring of God by helping 
others who were suffering, marginalized and in need of help. Therefore, the Cambodian 
Christians do not forget this wonderful act of kindness. 

In addition, these Cambodian people who had emigrated from Cambodia as refugees still 
have much memory of their time in Cambodia, good and bad and some of them would like to 
give back to help others by going back to visit Cambodia and bring some financial assistance to 
their poor relatives or other people in need in villages there. For example, they would go back 
and buy rice, soy sauce (a popular and staple condiment to use as a dipping sauce or as a 
flavoring addition to a soup or a dish), salt and they would give those away to families of a small 
village that is located in a remote location of the country (known as a province). They may also 
buy notebooks, pens, pencils and erasers and plain breads to give to school children of remote 
villages. In these venues where they bring donations and joy to the village people, they often 
share songs or a few words about their faith in Christ. Thus, these trips to overseas that resemble 
“evangelism overseas” or “missions” is one area that seems to bring life or joy to some of the 
Cambodian Christians and doing this type of outreach and helping others helps them to connect 
and refresh their faith in God even more. Finally, Cambodian Christians enjoy getting together 


and they also look forward to going to worship on Sundays. They also dress in their beautiful 


cultural clothing on special occasions such as during Thanksgiving or Christmas worship 
services. 


D. Understanding the Elements of Worship among Cambodian Christians 


There are undoubtedly writings on effective worship for church congregations. However, 
I feel that what may work for one church may not necessarily work as effectively as for another 
church, such as for my Cambodian congregation. It is important to note that the context of the 
congregation makes a difference when it comes to seeing if a certain worship style or element 
might work. In a book titled, Praising in Black and White, the author Brenda Aghahowa pointed 
out that if a group’s cultural difference is not acknowledged or just addressed superficially by 
another, it is to “foster a false cooperation-to create a lie.”!° The author indicates that we should 
appreciate each other’s unique differences and not look at the differences as a hindrance or try to 
conform or feel the pressure to conform because these unique differences are to be celebrated “as 
a mark of God’s infinite creativity.”!' Indeed she quoted the remarks of an African Catholic 
scholar Cyprian Lamar Rowe in regards to why people should not argue that we ought to have 
the same worship since “We’re all Christians who worship” as follows: 

Whenever we hear someone say, “We are all human,” as if it therefore is quite clear that 

we are all the same, we must be very careful. Humanity provides a potential. Culture 

actualizes the potential. I suggest that there can be no really true and helpful discussion of 

the sameness of human beings until there is an understanding of our cultural 

differences . . . Obvious truths can conceal very cunning, very destructive lies. So, the 

statement, “We’re all human,” can be used to camouflage or sweep under the carpet real 

differences of culture, of identity, of gifts. It can become a lie. There is a psychic as well 

as an historical truth in Matthew’s conviction that if Jesus is the one who is to come, he 


must come out of the progeny of Abraham. To forget who we are and where we come 
from is to invite death to ourselves and destruction to our people. '” 


‘0 Brenda Aghahowa, Praising in Black and White: Unity and Diversity in Christian Worship 
(Cleveland, Ohio: United Church Press), 27. 

'! Aghahowa, Praising in Black and White, 27. 

2 Aghahowa, Praising in Black and White, 26. 


As such, it is important to be aware of how unique each culture is in each setting and to 
cherish it because that uniqueness can add flavors to the life of the church. It should not be 
feared or thought of as competition or to gloss over the difference in the style of worship because 
difference adds to what can be different yet beautiful worship service. 

It is important to know the difference because in some cultural contexts, an element of 
worship may work very well for that particular ethnic group. For example, Aghahowa showed 
that in the African American congregation, a greeting part is done differently and by intention 
and it is called “Reach Out and Touch Your Neighbor.” This part of worship is aimed at being 
relational. 

Frequent visitors to black worship will know of its relational character. Worshipers might 

be instructed to ask the names of those sitting next to them, to shake hands with people 

around them, or to turn to their neighbors and say, “God bless you” or “I don’t know 
what you came to do, but I came to praise the Lord.” Or they might be instructed to leave 
their seats for a brief period of time and go around the sanctuary to hug and greet as many 
people as they can.!3 

At my Cambodian church, we do the latter part of this relational aspect in special worship 
programs such as Mother’s Day or Father’s Day or Thanksgiving’s Celebration programs. We 
would ask the people to stand up and go around and greet each other. Often, a brief up-beat song 
and music accompany this greeting portion of the worship time and then people are asked to 
return to their seat after the song is over. People find this brief break refreshing because they get 
to see those whom they may not have seen, or they get to meet visiting members from other 
churches who are their friends. Sometimes, this brief greeting break serves a purpose for the 
people to get up and stretch before settling back down into their seats for a longer stretch of the 


program that is coming up that often includes sermons and other special skits or songs that the 


special program has for that occasion. 


'3 Aghahowa, Praising in Black and White, 41. 
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Literature on worship also highlights different elements that may be found in worship. 
For example, some churches have a strong “call and response” between the preacher and the 
congregation, and it can be intense, and it is a core part of the worship because that church is 
aiming for participative worship. I attended my friend’s church which was Baptist, and this 
element of worship was employed. It took me by surprise initially because of the intense vigor 
that it was generating but I eventually got eased in. It was a surprise to me because most of the 
churches I grew up in, we were supposed to sit and be quiet, and listen to absorb the Word of 
God, not shouting back. In that context of the ‘quiet church,’ if I or anyone were to shout back at 
the preacher, those sitting around would likely give a look of disapproval. 

Also, from my personal worship observation of different Cambodian Protestant churches, 
it seems like personal testimonies are very common and they create a bond to the listeners 
because they can relate to them or can empathize. A lot of my church members are survivors of 
the Cambodian Genocide, and we can empathize with them in their pain and struggles when they 
share their testimonies because most of us went through the painful ordeal. According to 
Aghahowa, testifying allows people to be able to “relate to one another and relate the faith to 
life, thus edifying (or spiritually building up) all present” and that this will add to worship 
experience because “the members have a heavy emotional investment in one another.” !* Sharing 
personal life journeys in the forms of ‘testimonies’ allow the people to connect with each other 
and thereby investing in one another emotionally. 

Another element in worship to consider is a consideration to pay attention to the words 
being used. There are some readings on worship that recommend the avoidance of exclusively 


male language for God and that avoidance should be encouraged and fostered so that the church 


'4 Aghahowa, Praising in Black and White, 41. 
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will be more welcoming and inclusive. The writers of Praising God: The Trinity in Christian 
Worship take the position that the use of such language of non-masculinity of God’s name will 
“promote justice between the sexes.”!> This is particular of importance for people who believe in 
importance of having equal rights for women and men since from history women are often 
marginalized and not treated fairly, particularly in the work force. For others, an image of a male 
supreme may be triggering such as for people who may have been victims of abusive fathers. 

Having come from a different culture that is patriarchal, most of the Cambodian churches 
do not seem to have issues with God being referred to in the male pronoun. Cambodian people 
are used to have a notion of a ‘higher being’ as something beyond ordinary and they are familiar 
with the images of the monks who are male in Buddhism. For example, the Cambodian people 
who go to Buddhist temples to pay respect to the monks who are male and no matter how much 
older they are than the monks, they pay respect and bow down in respect and reverence to the 
monks. There are no female monks. Similarly, using alternative language of avoiding maleness 
may not be helpful in the Cambodian congregations but may cause confusion in the congregation 
because of their cultural context of perceiving a higher being in the masculine form has been 
ingrained. 

In addition, most Cambodian Christians were introduced to Christianity by the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance back in Cambodia and their knowledge of reference to God is as a male 
though they know God as the Divine Being. The Cambodian Bible has male pronouns when 
referencing God. Given that Cambodian culture is patriarchal, if we use the feminine language 
when referencing God, it would be very strange to them. Such language in the feminine form 


when referencing God would not only be strange but would lead to confusion and even cause 


'S Ruth Duck and Patricia Wilson-Kastner, Praising God: The Trinity in Christian Worship 
(Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press: 1999), 6. 
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some members to leave the church as they might see it as heresy. As such, how would the 
following statement by a well-known authority on worship, Ruth Duck, fit in with the 
Cambodian worship community? “Masculine language for God that predominates over feminine 
language is also ethically problematic. The use of predominantly masculine language is one 
significant way in which patriarchal culture is passed from one generation to another.”!° This 
statement would not be generally seen as ethically problematic for the Cambodian congregation 
because there is currently no feminine language used and indeed, the masculine language is 
passed from one generation to another. 

The Cambodian congregation also like songs particularly when the songs have Christian 
lyrics set to their Cambodian traditional style of known famous secular songs with certain style 
of rhythms. Ben Dumbauld, writer of an article about an American-Chinese church in 
Ethnomusicology Review, described this way of combining familiar tune and text as 
“contextualization” where familiar tunes or contemporary tunes are used to put Scripture text to 
it to form a song.'’ Thus, testimonies and songs are salient elements of worship that make 
worship more relevant for the Cambodian congregation. 

I have also seen other elements of worship in other congregation contexts from my 
personal experience of externship at a Caucasian church that the Cambodian congregation 
worship does not have. For example, one of the ritual practices that I had observed was a 
worship practice of Remembering the Saints. I saw that people were invited to go up and place a 


plumeria into a beautiful water-filled bowl for a particular person whom they remember who had 


'6 Duck and Wilson-Kastner, Praising God, 6. 

'’ Ben Dumbauld, “Worship Music and Cultural Politics in the Chinese-American Church,” 
Ethnomusicology Review 17 (2012): 5, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20240325230035/https://ethnomusicologyreview.ucla.edu/printpdf/journal/v 
olume/17/piece/590. 
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passed away. This particular element of worship can serve as tangible means that the Cambodian 
congregation might be able to relate to because it reminds and resembles their former native 
cultural belief which involves tangible practices, such as ritual festival ceremonies, lighting up 
incense and visible religious figures in yellow or orange robes such as those of the monks. 

Another element of worship that is practiced differently is how the Holy Communion is 
received. Most Cambodian churches are accustomed to having a small, yeast-free, hard 
rectangular wafer passed out to them with a little small plastic cup. These Communion elements 
are brought to the congregation at their seats. I have seen during my externship at a Caucasian 
church, and I have adapted for our Cambodian church the method of Holy Communion where 
the church members come up front to receive the elements so that they can hear the words 
spoken over them individually as they are receiving the elements and feeling blessed from their 
active participation. This practice gives a sense of closeness to God instead of just having the 
congregation just sit at their seats and wait to receive the thin wafer and the small cup (unless 
they are unable to come due to physical limitations). 

Finally, Cambodian churches do not have a practice of prayer stations during Easter 
Sunday where they can go to and meditate and pray during the worship service. This prayer 
practice to me symbolizes healing and can be especially important for Cambodian survivors who 
had gone through much trauma. The Cambodian congregation do believe in powers of prayers 


and they long for closeness with God in their faith with God. 
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Chapter 2 
Christian Worship Styles and Practices 

A. Christian Worship Styles and Practices in Selected Churches in the United States 

There are certain variations of worship styles and practices in specific churches in the 
United States depending on the denominations. The styles of worship could be traditional or 
contemporary, and the order of when different elements of the worship take place varies. For 
example, an internet search for a sample of worship programs for an Alliance Church includes 
not only the orders of the programming, but also upcoming events and assigned tasks for future 
Sundays (see Figure 1).'* The added assigned tasks are helpful for congregation members who 


will prepare for their assigned task for the following week. 


'8 “August 13, 2023,” Reidsville Alliance Church, Facebook, August 12, 2023, 
https://www.facebook.com/photo. php?fbid=689248203240894&set=pb. 10006467 1612590.- 
2207520000&type=3. 
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Figure 1: Sample Worship Program — Alliance Denomination 


Ketdeville Alliance Church 


Email address: office@reidsvillealliance.org 
Pastor Dodge's email address is: revpeterdodge@gmail.com 
Facebook: Reidsville Alliance Church 
Website: reidsvillealliance.org 
Phone :(336)349-7094 
August 13, 2023 

Morning Worship Service 10 AM 
A joyous and blessed Sabbath to you, brothers and sisters in Christ! 
Welcome to worship. 


Welcome and Call to worship 
Worship Songs 
"My Jesus” 

"Raise 2 Hallelujah” 
Praise and Testimonies 
Tithes & Offering 
Announcements 
3 Minute Break 
Special Music Emily Dodge 
Scripture Reading Luke 10:38-42 


Message Pastor Peter Dodge 
The Good Portion 
Closing Song "Am Who You Say Am” 


Benediction 
Youth Group Tonight 5 PM at the Dodges House Again 


This Week at the Reidsville Alliance Church 


Monday 6:30 PM PEAK yon 
Wednesday NO Wednesday Bible Study 
Saturday NO Ladies Brunch 


Upcoming Events 
August 22 6PM Memorial Service at the church for J.P. & 


Amanda Billingsley 
September 8 Mission Emphasis Weekend 
September 9 MJM Fun Walk at Reidsville Christian Church 
October 8 Church Picnic at Lake Reidsville—Shelter 5 
February 9, 2024 Mission Emphasis Weekend 


Service Roles for 8.20.23 
Ushers Welcome/Opening Brenda Williams 
Roger Dale Billingsley* Benediction David Halbrook 
David Strader Scripture Reader Shirley Shive 
Larry Guill Worship Team = ATeam 
Matthew Guill Special Music Whitney Chrisco 
*prayer Nursery 


Salvation Army 
Salvation Army has contacted Reidsville Alliance Church to see if any 
group or family that would like to ring the bell at Christmas. This is 
mid November through December 24. Please let Faith know so that 
she can pass the information to their representative. Thank you. 


.P. & Amanda Billings! 
There will be a memorial service for J.P. & Amanda Billingsley on 
August 22 at 6 PM in the fellowship hall. Please let Faith know if you 
plan on attending. There will be light refreshments afterwards. 


Another internet search showed a Worship Program of a Methodist church worship order 
is as noted below (See Figure 2).!? This second worship program sample has an added “Choral 


Anthem” that appears to be a song that is sung by the choir of that church. 


Figure 2 - Sample Worship Program — United Methodist Church 


'9 “Southside United Methodist Church: September 5, 2021,” Southside United Methodist 
Church, Facebook, September 5, 2021, 
https://www.facebook.com/93207049473/photos/a. 10151974823 179474/10159756791824474/?type=3 
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Southside United Methodist Church 


September 5, 2021 


15" Sunday after Pentecost 


Greeting 


Opening Hymn O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing UMH 57 


Affirmation of Faith A Modern Affirmation 


Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer 
Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory Music 
Doxology 
Songs of the Spirit 
Mighty to Save 
Revelation Song 
Reading from the Gospel 
Choral Anthem He Touched Me 
Sermon “Let's Take Care of Our Own First?” 


Hymn of Invitation He Touched Me 


Benediction and Sending Forth 


iy 


UMH 885 


UMH 95 


Mark 7:24-37 


Rev. Matt Smith 
UMH 367 


Whatever the style of worship, most worship services seem to have music (whether 
traditional, which consists of hymnals, or contemporary, with ‘modern songs’ from such artists 
as Chris Tomlin or Kari Jobe with a full band), along with prayer, scripture reading, offertory, 
and sermon. Please note that I am only sampling a few examples of the different worship 
programs I found in an internet search and each had slightly different variations to it. I 


appreciated that the salient points of all the different orders of worship is keeping the sermon or 


the ‘message’ towards the latter part of the worship program with the Giving of Tithes/Offerings 
towards the middle, and wrapping it up with a Benediction or Benediction and Sending Forth. 
I’ve also noticed that the Lord’s Prayer is popular throughout worship programs, commonly 
earlier in the program, but its placement may vary. 

Cambodian churches follow a similar structure with the sermon towards the end of the 
worship program and ending with Closing Prayer/Sending Forth. However, they may 
additionally have a call to worship at the beginning followed by two to three songs and then 
followed by an invocation prayer. Some churches may have their announcements right before the 
Call to Worship while other churches will have them somewhere in the middle of the program 
before their Tithes and Offerings. The Lord’s Supper is usually placed in the middle of the 
worship program and if there is any special song or presentation, it would be placed before the 
Lord’s Supper or before the sermon. 

From my research, experts in worship shared that in terms of musical instruments, it 
depends on the size of the church as well as the church’s worship style. Larger churches, like 
megachurches, tend to have full bands with instruments ranging from drums to electric guitars to 
saxophones and can be accompanied by large projector screens with fog machines and beaming 
lights. The average-sized churches could have just the traditional organ or piano or they may 
have drummers as well. The smaller churches may have just a piano or just an acoustic guitar. 
Regarding budgets, on the one hand, larger churches that have a great budget can have music 
directors or even choirs as well. On the other hand, at a smaller church the pastor or worship 
leader may be the musician. I am one of those pastors and I have firsthand also seen similar 
situations in a few other smaller Cambodian churches as well. This is more common in the 


smaller ethnic churches due to a lack of resources financially as well as a lack of musicians. 
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B. Christian Worship Styles and Practices in Selected Cambodian Church Communities in 
the United States 

Many of the Cambodian Christians have their roots in faith during time in the refugee 
camps in Thailand while they waited to arrive at the United States, awaiting the immigration 
process for the refugees to be legally immigrated here during the early 1980s. Some Cambodian 
Christians became Christians when they arrived in the States because their sponsors were mostly 
Christian, and they would go to the church with their sponsors. Most of the Cambodian 
Christians were converted and taught the teachings by the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
(CMA). As such, very few Cambodians are Pentecostal. 

Regardless of which denomination the Cambodian Christians identify themselves with, 
the most important thing is that when they go to church, they feel this sense of belonging, refuge, 
and a sense of being in the presence of the Holy. Coming from a Buddhist culture where they 
would go to the temple to be blessed or in hope of doing something good for what they may have 
had done that was not so good, they go to church with a similar sense of hope of getting 
something but the teaching of Christianity tells us that there is more with this living faith in 
Christ. They experience more with having a community of believers who go to church regularly 
and are being affected by the Holy Spirit as well. In the book, Five Faces of Ministry, author 
Patricia Farris wrote about the importance and significance of a church building where there was 
a small chapel adjacent to the big sanctuary where people found peace or the people were 
reminded to pray by seeing its presence there. She wrote about a passerby who wrote her a note, 
“Walking by the church makes me feel better. It gives me peace.””° She went on to write that 


“Buildings witness” just like people can be good witnesses for God by their characters, the actual 


0 Patricia Farris, Five Faces of Ministry (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2015), 32. 
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structural building can bear witness about God to passerby by its mere physical presence. In 
Cambodia, Buddhist temples are beautifully built and they stand out and are easily recognized by 
the Cambodian people who may be looking to go and receive blessings. The church building 
then will give the Cambodian Christian a sense of familiarity, belonging, and peace. 

The words of the song “This Is the House of God” by Marienne Kreitlow describe a 
yearning that would resonate with the Cambodian church congregation. This song speaks of a 
place of God’s dwelling where a person such as the Cambodian war survivors can go to find 
refuge and safety. It speaks of a place that is sacred yet where all is welcome and whether 
someone is going through the lows or highs of life, God is always there and that everything is 
fine for God is there to help. “This is the house of God. This is the gate of heaven. This is a holy 
place. You are always welcome. Trust and know that I’m always with you, through all changes 
and all seasons, when you wake and when you’re sleeping. All is well. All is well.””! 

The Cambodian people are seeking a sense of peace since most of the older congregants are 
immigrants who had survived the unimaginable, but they had found their self-worth, love, and 
peace in God. 

Most Cambodian people love music, more specifically, they love to sing their cultural 
songs. A person may find some type of karaoke machine, or old DVDs of songs that they can 
sing along to in most of Cambodian people’s homes. Cambodian people love to sing even those 
who may not have a good voice. There are songs that are funny, some are romantic and some 
songs talk about being broken-hearted. It is interesting that most people love to sing slow, 
sentimental songs as well and not just fast and upbeat songs. When Cambodian people become 


Christians, their love of singing doesn’t stop and now they find more peace and tranquility in 


?1 Marienne Kreitlow, “This Is the House of God,” in Worship and Song, ed. Gary Alan Smith 
(Nashville: Abingdon, 2011), #3132. 
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singing some of the Christian songs especially songs that are about trust, hope, and feeling loved 
by God who comforts them. I found that in Singing the Lord’s Song in a New Land by Su Yon 
Pak et al., the author talks about how singing is very important in Korean-American life. She 
reminds me of an African proverb that says, “If you want to know me, come and learn my 
song.””* She also talks about how Korean immigrants are connected to God and other 
immigrants through the songs since “Korean immigrants who experience uprootedness and 
alienation, these songs not only help them connect with God but also with other immigrants.”7? 
The author shares that music is an essential part of Korean Americans’ spiritual life and that they 
listen to the Christian songs even when they are not at church. The songs make them feel closer 
to God and give them strength which enables confidence in them to persevere through daily 
struggles. Songs are so important in general to the first-generation Korean Americans that they 
“cannot have a good time without songs. There is almost always a lot of community singing at 
Korean American gatherings. It is also a common practice that everyone gathered has to sing at 
least one song on his or her own before the party is over.”*4 That is amazing — the love of a song 
and the bond it can form among the gathering people. 
C. Power of Worship for Traumatized People 

Research has shown that people can be affected by generational trauma. As a survivor of 
an atrocious war, I can personally speak to how my faith in God and how worship has sustained 
me. I found that worship not only impacts my spirit but it impacts me as a whole person. 
Worship gives me a safe space to come to God as who I am and to feel loved, to feel worthy, to 


feel peaceful among the business of life and to feel healing and to be renewed. 


2 Sun Yon Pak et al, Singing the Lord’s Song in a New Land (Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 2005), 25. 

3 Sun Yon Pak et al, Singing the Lord’s Song in a New Land, 27. 

4 Sun Yon Pak et al, Singing the Lord’s Song in a New Land, 25. 
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It is important to become aware of trauma that people experience in their lives and be 
sensitive. The Calvin Institute of Worship site provides some very useful information that 
collaborates with my personal experience and what I have seen in my own patients who are 
people of faith and who have found physical and mental stability in their faith and the sense of 
belonging during worship. In her online article, “Trauma-Informed Congregations and Worship: 
Being Made Whole,” Joan Huyser-Honig talks about when a church is trauma-informed and 
equip themselves to help their congregation, their people can learn and have conversations and 
“srieve about what happened to them.””° For example, when a church is offering this unique 
space for people to open up and talk about their experience, the congregation is likely to open up 
and share about their traumatic experiences and thereby getting on the path to healing as well. 
This process can begin with worship. “Becoming a trauma-informed congregation means helping 
people learn, talk, and grieve about what happened to them. Worship can provide a safe space for 
people to nurture trusting relationships and accept God's healing grace.””° 

Furthermore, the article states that the church should make changes that will aid people 
who’ve experienced trauma in feeling like their voices and concerns are being heard; these 
changes should be palpable and put into practice. Huyser-Honig describes how the Petelah 
Academic Center for Excellence (PACE) had applied for a 2017 Vital Worship Grant from the 
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship and from that grant, they conducted a research study which 
in the end “gave people language to recognize trauma, courage to share secrets, and strength to 


address trauma in worship without re-traumatizing worshipers.””’ 


°5 Joan Huyser-Honig, “Trauma-Informed Congregations and Worship: Being Made Whole,” 
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship for the Study and Renewal of Worship, October 2, 2019, 
http://web.archive.org/web/202402 1420373 1/https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource- 
library/trauma-informed-congregations-and-worship-being-made-whole/. 

6 Huyser-Honig, “Trauma-Informed Congregations and Worship.’ 

?7 Huyser-Honig, “Trauma-Informed Congregations and Worship.’ 
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The article also discussed Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) which include 
experiences such as sexual or psychological abuse, depression, and family dysfunction. ACEs 
“create toxic chemicals that change brains.””* ACEs affect people and people vary in their 
response to traumatic events. ACEs may make it difficult for someone to learn in school or form 
trusting relationships and they can increase a person’s chronic health problems. ACEs affect 
people and people vary in their response to traumatic events. Through the research and the work 
the Petelah group did, they “listened to people begin to share about life's hurts and injuries, and 
overcoming natural disasters.””? 

I think that one very useful, profound, and important pearl coming out of this research 
that will empower a church that wants to be a trauma-informed church is: “We’ve learned to ask 
not what is wrong with you but what happened to you.’”*° Given earliest research on ACEs 
showing that nearly 75 percent of middle-class white Americans have at least one ACE and that 
other factors such as racism and poverty can worsen trauma, it is important to empathize and 
make our church a safe space. Therefore, becoming familiar with the language of trauma is 
important and this will allow people to feel they can trust and open up about their past or current 
painful experiences. Many Cambodian people have gone through traumatic experiences from 
their time in the Cambodian Genocide, and thankfully, the Cambodian worship has allowed the 
Cambodian Christians to be able to experience healing, peace, and hope. In her article “Mental 
Illness and Christian Worship,” Joan Huyser-Honig shares useful resources for churches that can 


help them “renew their worship to become more inclusive” where they will “discover that 


°8 Huyser-Honig, “Trauma-Informed Congregations and Worship.” 
y g greg 

?° Huyser-Honig, “Trauma-Informed Congregations and Worship.” 

3° Huyser-Honig, “Trauma-Informed Congregations and Worship.” 
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everyone benefits.”°! The author reminds us that in the Bible, there are stories about trauma and 
people including prophets who did not shy away from ‘difficult emotions’ and even during the 
ministry of Jesus, the Messiah was actively seeking and healing people and was in the company 
of those whom others shunned. 

Though many Christians are affected by mental illnesses, their struggles and gifts are 

rarely named or invited into church worship. Yet the Bible doesn’t shy away from 

difficult emotions. Elijah was suicidal. Psalms are full of despair and anger. Jeremiah, 
who wrote Lamentations, is known as “the weeping prophet.” Isaiah described the 

Messiah as despised, rejected, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. Jesus sought 

out and healed people whom others feared and shunned.*” 

Huyser-Honig also shares “key insights” that can help the church to have a more 
inclusive worship, which include the following: 

1. “Using psalms to name and express wider emotions in worship,” which help 
worshipers, especially people with mental illnesses.*? This is accomplished through the 
experience of “love, lament, suffering, confession, forgiveness, redemption, and hope.”** By 
reading the psalms, people see that other people in the Bible did have problems, did have real 
emotions that we as humans commonly experience: anger, sadness, suffering, loss, and a 


yearning for comfort and hope. Realizing so allow people to not feel isolated and to not to feel 


like there is something wrong uniquely with themselves. 


3'Joan Huyser-Honig, “Mental Illness and Christian Worship,” Calvin Institute of Christian 
Worship, October 18, 2018, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20240212155110/https:/worship.calvin.edu/resources/resohttps:/worship.calv 
in.edu/resources/resource-library/mental-illness-and-christian/urce-library/trauma-informed- 
congregations-and-worship-being-made-whole/. 

2 Huyser-Honig, “Mental Illness and Christian Worship.” 

33 Huyser-Honig, “Mental Illness and Christian Worship.” 

4 Huyser-Honig, “Mental Illness and Christian Worship.’ 
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b) 


2. “Widening the worship circle means inviting more kinds of people to plan and lead 
worship, including sharing their stories” which will show to the congregation that they each have 
a place and worth in the body of the church of Christ.*° 

3. “Worship planners can use music, sermons, special services or series, and every other 
worship element to connect with those affected by mental illnesses.”*° This consideration will 
aim toward making worship more relevant for people with the actual mental diagnoses as well as 
creating an opportunity for their friends or family members or even their care partners to come 
hear a message of hope and healing in the church. 

The author then shares a list of resources that can be very useful for each of the three 
categories listed. For example, one of the listed resources written by Stacey Gleddiessmith is 
“My God, My God, Why? Understanding the Lament Psalms.” The writer shares her personal 
experience with depression and how it led her to ask if there are other emotions other than praise 
and reverence that are allowed by God during worship. Gleddiessmith presents the four elements 
that constitute a Psalm of Lament using Psalm 22 as an example. The first element of lament is 
an Address to God and in this case, the Psalmist cries out to God: “My God, my God.” The 
second element is a Complaint or the naming of a situation or a circumstance that we are in, 
anything from a hurt to an unjust act against us. We make this Complaint to God because the 
circumstance “does not align with God’s character and therefore does not make sense within 
God’s kingdom.”3” This second element allows the petitioner to question God and, in this 


passage, the psalmist asked God, “Why have you forsaken me?” The third element is a Request 


35 Huyser-Honig, “Mental Illness and Christian Worship.” 

36 Huyser-Honig, “Mental Illness and Christian Worship.” 

37 Stacey Gleddiessmith, “‘My God, My God, Why?’ Understanding the Lament Psalms,” 
Reformed Worship 96 (June 2010), 
https://web.archive.org/web/20240212163121/https:/www.reformedworship.org/article/june-2010/my- 
god-my-god-why. 
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which in a lament is looking for and expecting a solution or an acknowledgement from God. We 
want God to “do something!” and in this passage it is illustrated by: “Lord, do not be far from 
me. ... Come quickly to help me.” The fourth element is an expression of trust. A lament 
involves “an explicit expression of trust” that may include an expression of praise.** The 
illustration of this fourth element is seen in the passage as follow: “Yet you are enthroned as the 


Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. In you, our ancestors put their trust; they trusted and you 


delivered them. ... Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me feel secure on my 
mother’s breast. . . . I will declare your name to my people; in the assembly I will praise 
you... .” Additionally, the author summarizes the lament in this way: 


Biblical lament, then, is an honest cry to a God who is powerful, good, and just—a cry 
that this situation is not in alignment with God’s person or purposes. It’s a cry that 
expects an answer from God, and therefore results in hope, trust, and joy rather than 
despair. 

This understanding of lament makes it much easier for us to apply the psalms of 
lament to our own lives and to the life of our congregation. Indeed, we begin to see that 
biblical lament is necessary in a world that does not always operate according to God’s 


purposes.°? 


Mental illness is common in Cambodian survivors and with information from these later 
two authors, church can be a safe space for them to name their painful past or present and to 
experience healings. These resources are helpful to worship leaders who seek to do worship in 
more inclusive ways. We can be mindful that “though many Christians are affected by mental 
illnesses, their struggles and gifts are rarely named or invited into church worship,” and we can 


take steps to have their voices and stories have a place in the house of God.*° 


38 Gleddiessmith, “‘My God, My God, Why?’” 
>? Gleddiessmith, “‘My God, My God, Why?’” 
“° Huyser-Honig, “Mental Illness and Christian Worship.” 
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Chapter 3 
Methodology 
In this chapter, we are going to investigate the project design and its 
implementation to explore what are the salient elements of worship. I hope to gather data to see 
how these salient elements of worship can play a role in the life of the Cambodian worship 
service. 


A. Project Design 


This Project utilizes a combination of library and online research with qualitative 
research in the form of a case study of the Long Beach Cambodian American United Methodist 
Church congregation by using a questionnaire to assess what may be of importance and 
relevance to their specific context. The Project seeks to find out what thoughts or ideas may be 
unique and inherent in this Cambodian church that the congregation finds life-giving for them. 
Given what an unbelievable and tragic past that the Cambodian survivors of the atrocious war 
had gone through, this Project seeks to see what passion and what the life of this Cambodian 
worship community can be harnessed to bring church vitality. 

It is my hypothesis that there is passion and life in the Cambodian worship community 
that are unique and can be harnessed to bring church vitality due to their survival of the 
unimaginable atrocities and their resilient spirits that have been renewed and revived having 
found faith in Christ. Having an unimaginably painful past will not limit the Cambodian people 
or numb their ability to feel but with their faith and trust in God, I believe they are able to 
empathize with and more willing to help those who may face life struggles. 

The questionnaire was designed based on the library research and personal experience of 


Cambodian culture and Cambodian church settings. Key elements that appear to be important in 
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the lives of the Cambodian people from the research and personal experience are incorporated 
into the questionnaire. These are the key elements that stood out and are being incorporated into 
the questionnaire: kindness, helping others, getting together, cultural uniqueness, testimonies, 
songs and cultural music, a sense of belonging, refuge, a sense of being in the presence of the 
Holy, a sense of hope, having a living faith in Christ, being with a community of believers, 
uprootedness and alienation, a sense of wanting to be closer to God, and the need for comfort 
and strength. 

The designed questionnaire consisted of eight questions (see Appendix A for the full 
questionnaire). The questionnaire was also translated into Khmer (Cambodian language) because 
a majority of the congregation are older immigrants and they do not speak much English. 
Respondents to the questionnaire also have the opportunity to write in any comments under each 
question as well. This write-in comment option was to see if the respondents may offer any 
useful insights into the questions being asked or anything of importance that can be further 
harnessed to bring additional vitality to church life. 

There are reasons behind each question and each question seeks to find what may be of 
more or less significance for the respondent. The first two questions (“When did you become a 
Christian and why?” and “How often do you attend worship services?”) are designed to explore 
whether their length of faith or how often they attend church would impact their answers or 
affect the ranking of their answers in regard to the importance of the key elements. The third 
question (“Choose the most important reason for you to attend a worship service”) asks for the 
reasons the respondent attends a worship service and for them to rank the reasons. This third 
question takes into the account from the library research of the typical worship elements seen in 


most normal Sunday worship services such as the Sharing of Joys and Concerns, the 
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participation in Praise and Worship songs, and to be in the presence of other believers and God. 
Would these elements be of importance in the Cambodian church as with people of a different 
ethnic culture? The fourth question (“Choose the most important reason that you attend a 
Cambodian worship service”) asks for a similar reason for question number three but this 
question asks in the context of why the respondent attend a Cambodian worship service. This 
question seeks to see if they can relate more in a worship of their own language and whether 
their life experience will add to their worship experience. For example, one of the choices of that 
question asks if an important reason to attend the Cambodian worship service is “To get together 
with people who share my history and understand my story” because surprisingly, some people 
of the general public do not know where Cambodia is or its painful past of the Cambodian 
genocidal killing of its own people during the communist Khmer Rouge under the leadership of 
their ruthless leader, Pol Pot. One of the other options is “To find hope for myself and other 
Cambodians” and this is in reference to the fact that many of the Cambodian war survivors still 
suffer mental disorders as the result of the atrocious war ordeal under the Khmer Rouge regimen 
because many had lost their loved ones due to starvation and senseless killing during that war 
time. Question number five (“What have you found to be most helpful to you in Cambodian 
worship services?”) probes further into the importance of having survived the war and whether 
being together with people who have journeyed and somehow overcome their plight through the 
grace of God would be even more helpful in the presence of similar company. 

The next two questions were designed with the Cambodian cultural context in mind. 
Question number six asks “What things from Cambodian culture are most inspiring for you and 
make you feel closer to God” to see if having elements of worship that are of their cultural origin 


might make them feel less alienated and connect them more to God. Options in this question 
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include choices of images of Cambodian temples and worship places, images of Cambodian 
landscape, stories or poetry of Cambodia, music of Cambodia and Cambodian food. Question 
number seven takes into consideration that since only a small percentage of Cambodian people 
are Christian while a majority are Buddhist or at least think they ought to be Buddhist, the 
question asks to see if any of the former practice(s) may be still of importance in the life of the 
new converted Christian. There is a choice for Catholicism because there is an even smaller 
percentage of Cambodian people who may have been sponsored to the United States when they 
were refugees in the early 1980s though most Cambodian people were refugees then who were 
sponsored by Christian sponsors during the early 1980s when they were liberated from the terror 
reign of the Khmer Rouge in 1979. 

The last question (I am inspired by music, stories, testimonies, or preaching that... ) 
seeks to see what inspires the respondent during worship or what else inspires them at their 
church? The choices for this question include music, stories, testimonies or preaching that speak 
of helping others, sharing stories of people who are uprooted and alienated from their country, 
tell of people who are seeking refuge, living faith in Christ, and giving a sense of belonging. 

B. Project Implementation Options and Considerations 

After the questionnaire was designed and translated, the consideration of how it was to be 
implemented to gather the data was carefully thought and chosen. There was a consideration to 
do the case study interview of a small group of 15 people in two separate groups on different 
days to accommodate feasibility of people’s availability and thereby achieving at least 20 
minimum respondents in case some people may not show up out of the total 30 planned. 
However, there many barriers such as many of the possible respondents may not have 


transportation, or they may be seniors who do not drive, or some respondents may only have 
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time to come to church on Sunday for worship as they are babysitting for their family on 
weekdays, and some other respondents are busy during the week working and time is very 
limited for them. Therefore, this first option was eliminated. There was another option of 
announcing during worship and also posting on bulletin boards about this project prior to a set 
date and then those who are interested can meet after worship for a 30-minute orientation about 
the project on the set date and then they can take the questionnaire home and return the answered 
questionnaire. However, this latter option is not optimal because respondents may forget to bring 
them and for those who bring, some may not bring them back in time for the projection 
completion. Thus, this option was also eliminated. 

The third option that was considered and chosen for the implementation of the Project 
was a group setting of the entire congregation after worship. There are a few reasons that this 
option was optimal and chosen. The Project seeks to capture the opinions across the ages, social 
economic status, leadership, and geographical makeup of the congregation. This was a perfect 
setting because there were 52 respondents who participated in the Project, and they were of the 
various criteria that the Project sought to have included. The respondents were of a good mix of 
males and females, different ages that include a few teens and about at least 20-25 percent of 
younger adults, about 35 percent of older adults and about 40 percent seniors. There was also an 
element of spontaneity because the Project seeks to see what was on the minds of the 
respondents on the day that they were coming to worship. Thus, the congregation was informed 
at the beginning of the worship that Sunday that the worship that day will be abbreviated and 
followed by an opportunity to be part of a case study survey with a questionnaire about worship 
experience input. After worship was over, the research began with the introduction of what was 


the purpose of the Project and that this DMin Project hopes to help others with some guidance in 
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the future for those who may be interested in working with Cambodian church context. The 
congregation was informed that their participation in this Project is voluntary and they can 
choose to leave if they are not interested and also that the response will be anonymous. 

The questionnaire was then conducted in both English and Khmer and adequate time was 
given after each question for the respondents. After the questionnaires were completed, they 
were collected, and the respondents were thanked for their participation. The respondents were 
informed that the results of the completed questionnaires will be reviewed, analyzed and will be 
shared in the future after a few weeks after the data analyzed and organized. 

C. The Questionnaire 

Below is the Questionnaire that is the template for what was used for the research. 
However, the actual one that was given to the respondents is translated with the Khmer language 
listed with each question so that the respondents can see the questions in their native language. 
The actual Bilingual Questionnaire is listed in the Appendix. 


1-When did you become a Christian and why? 


2-How often do you attend worship services? 


a. More than once per week _ b. once per week 
c. once per month 
d. a few times per year 


3-Choose the most important reason for you to attend a worship service. 


[Indicate your answer with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 
- To be with a community of believers 
- To be in the presence of the holy 
- To share my story and testimony 
- To sing songs 
- Other (Please specify and state clearly) 


4-Choose the most important reason that you attend a Cambodian worship service. 
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[Indicate your answer with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 

- To get together with people who share my history and understand my story 
- To sing songs with tunes that reflect Cambodian culture 

- To find hope for myself and other Cambodians 

- To help others, and show them kindness 

- Other (Please specify and state clearly) 


5-What have you found to be most helpful to you in Cambodian worship services? 
[Indicate with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 


- Stories and music from Cambodia 
- Sharing testimonies and stories 


- Eating and having fellowship with others from the Cambodian community 
- Words that bring hope, comfort, and strength 


- Other (Please state clearly) 


6-What things from Cambodian culture are most inspiring for you and make you 
feel closer to God? 

[Indicate with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 

- Images of Cambodian temples and worship places 

- Images of Cambodian landscape 

- Stories or poetry of Cambodia 

- Music of Cambodia 

- Cambodian food 

- Other (Please state clearly) 


7-What other Cambodian religious traditions or practices also inspire you in your 


daily life? 
[Indicate with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 
- Buddhism — 
- Catholicism _ 
- Visiting temples re te 
- Other (please specify & state clearly) 


8-I am inspired by music, stories, testimonies, or preaching that: 

- Speak of helping others 

- Share stories of people who are uprooted and alienated from their country 
- Tell of people who are seeking refuge 

- Call forth Living faith in Christ 

- Give a sense of belonging 

- Other (Please specify & state clearly) 
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Chapter 4 
Analysis, Findings and Results 
A. Analysis and Discussion of Findings 

The findings from the analysis of the completed questionnaires are intriguing in that there 
appears to be some trend of a certain theme that emerged, and they will be further discussed in 
the next chapter. The decision to conduct the case study questionnaire after the Sunday worship 
service setting brought an overwhelming response exceeding the target goal of a sample size of 
20 respondents. The total number of respondents was 52. The review and analysis of the data 
collected took two days to complete and another day and a half to organize and analyze the data 
in a way that makes meaningful interpretation of the data gathered. Data are collected, counted, 
and reported but it is important to note that some of the data and the percentages are not listed by 
the actual true ranking but that the ranking is based upon the tally of those choices that were 
selected by the respondents across all questionnaires answered. For example, not all the 
respondents ranked the choices under each question. Some respondents only selected one or two 
choices under each question of the questionnaire that they felt were important for them. 

I was not expecting that it would take that long to analyze the data collected. However, 
much time and care in reviewing the data were required due to the many choices under each of 
the questions and having to sort through the data, tabulate, categorize, compute the percentages, 
and look for trends and themes and interpretations of the data for conclusions and 
recommendations. 

Here are some intriguing findings from the Project. It was interesting to see that some 
respondents chose to check only one answer even when given the opportunity to rank the others. 


I know that they understood the ranking system. However, I strongly believe that this practice of 
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limiting their own response to just one answer was their way to communicate that they felt that 
they had one overwhelming choice. 

This consistent pattern of single choice of answer and no other choices selected provided 
the following responses: 

Question 3: Choose the most important reason for you to attend a worship service: 

Response: “To be in the presence of the Holy” 

Question 4: Choose the most important reason that you attend a Cambodian worship 
service: Response: “To help others and show them kindness” 

Question 5: What have you found to be most helpful to you in Cambodian worship 
services? 

Response: “Words that bring hope, comfort and strength” 

Question 8: I am inspired by music, stories, testimonies, or preaching that: 

Response: “Call forth Living faith in Christ” 

Out of these single choice of answers, the single most answered and highest ranked 
answers were: 

1. “To be in the presence of the holy” (Questions #3) 

2. “Call forth Living faith in Christ” (Question #8) 

3. “Words that bring hope, comfort and strength” (Question #5) 

4. “To find hope for myself and other Cambodians” (Question #4) 

5. “To help others, and show them kindness” (Question #4) 

Let us now look at each section of the individual question of the questionnaire in more 
detail. For the first question that asks, “When did you become a Christian and why?” The 


answers showed a good wide range of years of when the respondents had started their faith 
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journey. One respondent stated his/her faith started at birth due to being born into a Christian 
family while two respondents said their faith started during their teenage years. While three 
respondents did not specify, 46 respondents have their faith journey spanned from 1979, some 
from 1980s (7), some from the 1990s (8), some from 2000s (9), some from the 2010s (10), and 
some from the 2020s (11). This statistic indicates that in our congregation, approximately the 
same number of people came to faith in each of the decades represented from the 80’s to the 
present. 

For the second part of question number one, it asks for the reason for why the respondent 
became a Christian. Not everyone provided the reason for their decision to become a Christian, 
but some did, and the following are some of the reasons the respondents wrote. 

“T became a Christian since 2009 because I believe God is my Lord, my shepherd, my 
only God. I believe He lives in me in my heart.” 

“T was nine years old. God blessed me and protected me through my toughest time.” 

“2001 — I was invited in college through Asian-American Christian Fellowship to hear 
the Good News. My experience with God was unique and Jesus saved me from paralysis and 
death.” 

“When I was 8 years old. I feel like God has blessed my family and wanted to serve 
God.” 

“T became a Christian through my spouse.” 
“T became a Christian through my marriage.” 


“1979 — because Jesus saved my life. He is the true God.” 
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“20006. I believe in God after I find that no matter how good a person is, the person 
sometimes has bad things happen in life and finally I discovered that God created mankind and 
God is powerful.” 

“I love God.” 

“It was in Khao I Dang, Thailand refugee camp, that I became a believer. While I was 
having anxiety of separation from my aunt, I was scared and sad. Then I found Jesus and started 
going to church there.” 

“1981. I believe in Jesus Christ, and I love God’s ways.” 

“T became a Christian in 2020. The reason is that I learned about the amazing fact that 
God helps saves humanity and that God does not discriminate and saves all nations.” 

“IT gave my life to God in 1993. I was baptized in 2006. There is no one else who can help 
me but God whom I believe in.” 

“2020 — because I believe Jesus is God and is the best God in the world.” 

“2022-Because I believe in the true God, no matter if I have troubles or worries, I know I 
have God who can help save me.” 

“All of my life, my mother read the Bible. But a few years ago, I was about to become 


homeless. But God saved me and at that point, I found the Lord.” 


“T believe God since in the refugee camp and I have faith in God, and I love God.” 


. 


“2022- I believe in the true God who can saves and can help me out of my troubles. 
“1988 — The family goes to church.” 
“Since I was born. My parents are Christian.” 


“1998 — Jesus is God, the Savior.” 
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“I became a Christian since late 2022 because I want to serve God. He is the truth, and 
He is life. He leads the way for me when I'm lost.” 

“Around 2019 because I felt like God rescued me from my previous lifestyle and changed 
my perspective. From there, I counted my blessings and sought to change.” 

From the comments of why the respondents became Christian, there appears to be a 
theme of believers who were having troubles or bad things happening in life when they found 
God and some having been ‘saved’ physically from their life situations. 

The second question of the Project asks, “How often do you attend worship services?” 
and majority of the respondents are regular church attendees attending church every Sunday 
making up 75% of the respondents, followed by 11.6% who attend more than once per week 
(there is a small Friday Night Zoom for the few singers), followed by 9.6% who attend once a 
month, followed by 3.8% who attend a few times a year. The breakdown of the answers are as 
follows for the 52 respondents: 

a. More than once per week: 6 (11.6%) 
b. Once per week: 39 (75%) 
Cc. Once per month: 5 (9.6%) 


d. A few times per year: 2 (3.8%) 


The third question of the Project asks, “Choose the most important reason for you to 
attend a worship service.” It was a pleasant discovery to see that 100% of the respondents 
chose “To be in the presence of the Holy” as their most important reason to attend church. In 


fact, some respondents (21%) made it their only choice. 
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The next highest ranked answer is the selection of “To be with a community of 
believers” ranking as #2 with 85% followed by “To share my story and testimony” and “To 
sing songs” both of which came in at 73%. The final result of the ranking from highest to lowest 


for why people attend a worship service are as follow: 


- To be in the presence of the holy __ 52. (100%) 
- To be with a community of believers _ 42 (81%) 
- To share my story and testimony __ 38__(73%) 
- To sing songs __ 38__(73%) 


It is also very interesting to see what some respondents wrote in their comments in 
addition to checking off their answer choices. Here are some interesting comments for the reason 
they attend worship: 

“T have decided and am committed to my belief: Iam committed to accept my brothers 
and sisters in Christ as my church family and I believe in the pastor as the leader as well.” 

“Because God is good. Because God gives good ideas and wisdom. Because God 
provides salvation. I want to offer to God the best songs of praise. I truly believe in this God.” 

“Tam happy to come worship God because God's true love is revealed to me during 
worship time.” 

“The presence of the Holy Spirit.” 
“It’s about life and friendship. ” 
“God is salvation.” 


“T want my daughter to share her growing faith and to be God’s servant in the future.’ 


“So that I can have a better life and also I have eternal life.” 
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The next question, Question #4, asks a question that is in a way a follow up to the 
question above but with an added element of cultural context, that is to see why a person wants 
to attend a Cambodian worship service. The question wants to see if having come from a similar 
background and life journey, especially in the context of having gone through something very 
tragic in the past such as the Cambodian Genocide experience would create a common bond 
among the believers. The question asks, “Choose the most important reason that you attend a 
Cambodian worship service” and the answer choices selected are as noted below. Again, not all 
the respondents ranked the answers. Some respondents only selected one or two answers that 
they felt were important for them. The results of the answer selection chosen ranking from 
highest to lowest are as follow: 

- To help others, and show them kindness _ 43. (82%) 

- To find hope for myself and other Cambodians __ 38 (73%) 

- To get together with people who share my history and 

understand my story 28 (54%) 


- To sing songs with tunes that reflect Cambodian culture _ 23. (44%) 


It was also encouraging to see that out of their common history and life journey, the 
Cambodian congregation had chosen consistently “To help others and show them kindness” (#1 
choice) and “To find hope for myself and other Cambodians” (#2 choice). This seems to show 
that the respondents having been through something bad from their past life experience and the 
tragic ordeal but have now found a better place to live in, they continue to want to find and keep 
that hope and also to show others kindness and help them. It is very encouraging and inspiring. 

Furthermore, here are some of the comments that the respondents provided in addition to 


their choice of the answer options they chose for why they attend a Cambodian worship: 
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“To be in the presence of others who love all.” 
“To help me learn Khmer and connect with God’s people.” 

“T like all of the choices listed here and they are the reasons I attend the church.” 

“Cambodian worship service helps me understand the Bible better and its explanation in 
my language.” 

“Cambodian worship help explain, and I can stand the Bible better.” 

“I want to serve God.” 

The next question, Question #5, asks, “What have you found to be most helpful to you 
in Cambodian worship services?” 

The answer choices for this question really make my heart leap with joy because the 
answers showed which elements are of more importance to the respondents. The choices help 
worship leaders to keep in mind what can make worship experience more relevant for the 
Cambodian people. 

While the answer of “Eating and having fellowship with others from the Cambodian 
community” may seem important and a main attraction for people to come to a worship, it was 
actually the lowest ranked answer. Eating is a great way to commune for churches that have 
lunch together after Sunday worship. As faith leaders, we know that God is at work in the church 
and that Sunday worship is not the only means of fellowship, communing, or caring for others. 
Churches also provide other ministries beside the Sunday worship experience. For those who 
may come just for the food, it is a reminder to the church to welcome others who may be hungry, 
or experiencing hardship, or who are seeking fellowship. Serving food reminds us in practical 


ways that Jesus fed the poor and hungry during his ministry on earth. Therefore, even if there 


were a misconception that eating and sharing a meal together would be likely the most prevalent 
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answer, in reality it was not and it appears to be of the least importance to the members. The 
most prevalent choice for this answer reflects the goal and mission of our Long Beach 
Cambodian church which is that when people come to worship with us, they will find “Words 
that bring hope, comfort, and strength.” Equally important were the other two choices of 
answers that the respondents found helpful which were “Sharing testimonies and stories” and 
“Stories and music from Cambodia.” 

Here is the ranking of the choices selected for question #5 and again, some respondents 


only selected one or two that they felt were important for them. 


- Words that bring hope, comfort, and strength _ 43. (83%) 
- Sharing testimonies and stories __ 34 (65%) 
- Stories and music from Cambodia __32__ (62%) 


- Eating and having fellowship with 
others from the Cambodian community _ 28 (53%) 


Next question, #6, is one that asks to see if anything relating to Cambodian culture may 
be most inspiring or bring people closer to God. The answer choices are as noted in the 
breakdown with “Images of Cambodian temples and worship places” having the highest 
percentages here. However, when I was analyzing each individual questionnaire, for those 
respondents who consistently chose and ranked all responses, it appeared that “Images of 
Cambodian landscape” was a close second choice, commonly chosen as either as #2 or even #1 


for others in these respondents and not chosen as in 4" place like the choices listed here. 


- Images of Cambodian temples and worship places __ 34 (65%) 
- Music of Cambodia _ 28 (53%) 
- Cambodian food __27__ (52%) 
- Images of Cambodian landscape __26__ (50%) 
- Stories or poetry of Cambodia _ 25 (48%) 
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- Other (Please state clearly) 


It seems that most of these choice selections have importance in making people feel 
closer to God and they involve sights, sounds and taste. In addition, some respondents have 
added some comments that they felt relevant to the question being asked, and they are as 
follows: 

“I feel the power of God in this church more than other churches.” 

“To worship God.” This was written in a #1 for this person for the category of “Other.” 

“T must accept God and have God in my life. God is life for us.” 

“T feel close to God when I attend church.” 

“This church is a very good place to worship God.” 

“T love everything about this church for I have hope here and that is why I come to 
worship almost every Sunday.” 

“T want to have a closer relationship to God.” 

“To share the Good News to the people.” 

“Share wisdom and support with my Khmer family and community.” 

Question #7 asks “What other Cambodian religious traditions or practices also 
inspire you in your daily life?” This question was designed to see if Cambodian believers still 
relate back to their root of being a Buddhist prior to becoming a Christian. It was also to see if 
any respondents may have had influence or root with Catholicism. From the data, it is observed 
that a majority of the respondents, 17 out of 52, chose visiting temples whereas only 12 out of 52 
chose Buddhism and 10 out of 52 chose Catholicism as practices inspiring their daily lives. The 
result reflects that not many Cambodian Christian respondents chose Buddhism or Catholicsm 


and perhaps it is due to their Christian teachings. In fact, many respondents (35 out of 52) did not 
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choose any of the top 3 listed choices but left them blank. They chose instead to write in their 
Comments as their answer choice because it is a conscientious choice that is generally made that 
once a Cambodian individual accepted Jesus Christ into their heart, it is expected that the person 
will leave behind their old ways of practices. Here are some of their Comments . . . 

“We must have Jesus in life. Jesus inspires life.” 

“T love the Words of God.” 

“T have love for other because I love the teaching of God and listening to God’s Words 
for the Words teach us to love, to help, to understand each other.” 

“Nothing religious but important is spirituality that is living by the examples of Christ. 
The goals are to be more and more like Christ.” 

“Jesus. God, inspires me.” 
“Christian life inspires me.” (3 same responses) 
“Belief in God inspires me.” 
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“Love God and love people.’ 
“T never know what Buddhism is like; I only know Jesus.” 

“T worship/practice Christian ways only.” 

“Knowing about the wellbeing of my fellow Cambodian people inspire my daily life.” 

“Attending church inspires me.” This was a simple answer for this section as nothing else 
matters for him/her but just the act of attending worship. 

The last question, #8, of the Project probes to see if there are other things that may be of 
importance to the life of the Cambodian believers. The question asks the respondent “I’m 


inspired by music, stories, testimonies, or preaching that...” 


- Call forth Living faith in Christ __37_ (71%) 
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- Give a sense of belong __ 26 (50%) 
- Speak of helping others _ 22 (42%) 


- Share stories of people who are uprooted and 


alienated from their country __ 16 (31%) 
- Tell of people who are seeking refuge __15__ (29%) 
- Other (Please specify & state clearly) 


This question highlights the importance of faith in Christ, living faith, in the life of 
Cambodian Christian people. Most of the respondents chose this choice — 71%. Other things that 
are important to the Cambodian believers are a sense of belonging and helping others. Having 
been coming from a tragic past and having been displaced from their homes into the dreadful 
jungles during the war time under the Khmer Rouge, the Cambodian people know how one can 
be very appreciative to be rescued, alive, and to have a sense of belonging. Below are some of 
the comments from the respondents for this question: 

“T get inspired and encouraged from listening to God’s Words and the meaningful 
teaching of God’s Words.” 

“To show support and comfort for our Khmer elders and spread love, kindness, grace 
and support.” 

“T love to hear Christian life testimonies for they inspire me.” (This person chose “Living 
faith in Christ” as his/her only answer to this question. A few other respondents did the same.) 
B. Analysis of Results 

The following pages show some of the results of the Project from the case study 


questionnaire that was done with the Long Beach Cambodian church congregation. Some of the 
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information was already incorporated into the Discussion Findings above but most are listed 
below for summary of the data collection and analysis. 
B. Results Obtained from The Questionnaires 
(Questionaire — In Bilingual Format of English and Khmer — See Appendix for the 
actual translated questionnaire that was given to the respondents) 


1-When did you become a Christian and why? 
a. Year When Respondent Became Christian: see the data summary below. 


2023 —2 2018 — 3 2009 — 1 2000 — 3 1990:= 2 

Since Teenage Years — 2 

2022 —4 2016-1 2007 — 1 1998-1 1988—1 Since Birth — 1 
2021-2 2015 — 1 2006 — 2 1994 —2 1981 —3 

Year Unspecified — 3 

2020 — 3 2014-1 2003 — 1 199341 1980 — 3 

2019 —2 2010-2 2001 — 1 1992 —2 1979-1 

Total Respondents — 52 


b. Reason for becoming a Christian: Not everyone provided the reason for their 
decision to become a Christian. For those who provided their answers, please see the section in 
Appendix B for Comments Obtained from the Questionnaire that corresponds to the 
numbered question asked. 


2-How often do you attend worship services 


a. More than once per week: 6 (11.6%) 
b. Once per week: 39 (75%) 
Cc. Once per month: 5 (9.6%) 


d. A few times per year: 2q (3.8%) 


3-Choose the most important reason for you to attend a worship service 
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Data is collected, counted, and reported below but is not by ranking but the tally of those that 
were answered. Not all the respondents ranked the answers. Some respondents only selected one 


or two that they felt were important for them. 


- To be in the presence of the Holy __ 52. (100%) 
- Tobe with a community of believers _ 42 (81%) 
- To share my story and testimony __38__(73%) 
- To sing songs __ 38 (73%) 
- Other (Please specify and state clearly) 


Please see the Comments Section in Appendix B that corresponds to the Question 
Number as some respondents made brief comments in addition to their choice selection. 


4-Choose the most important reason that you attend a Cambodian worship service 


Data is collected, counted, and reported below but is not by ranking but the tally of those 
that were answered. Not all the respondents ranked the answers. Some respondents only selected 
one or two that they felt were important for them. 

- To help others, and show them kindness _ 43. (82%) 

- To find hope for myself and other Cambodians __ 38 (73%) 


- To get together with people who share my history and 


understand my story 28 (54%) 
- To sing songs with tunes that reflect Cambodian culture _ 23. (44%) 
- Other (Please specify and state clearly) 


Please see the Comments Section in Appendix B that corresponds to the Question Number as 


some respondents made brief comments in addition to their choice selection. 
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5-What have you found to be most helpful to you in Cambodian worship services? 
Data is collected, counted, and reported below but is not by ranking but the tally of those that 
were answered. Not all the respondents ranked the answers. Some respondents only selected one 


or two that they felt were important for them. 


- Words that bring hope, comfort, and strength _ 43 (83%) 
- Sharing testimonies and stories __ 34 (65%) 
- Stories and music from Cambodia __ 32. (62%) 
- Eating and having fellowship with others from the Cambodian community 28 O39) 
- Other (Please state clearly) 


Please see the Comments Section in Appendix B that corresponds to the Question Number as 
some respondents made brief comments in addition to their choice selection. Some respondents 
only selected one or two that they felt were important for them. 
6-What things from Cambodian culture are most inspiring for you and make you feel 
closer to God? 

Data is collected, counted, and reported below but is not by ranking but the tally of those 
that were answered. Not all the respondents ranked the answers. Some respondents only selected 


one or two that they felt were important for them. Some respondents left this question all blank. 


- Images of Cambodian temples and worship places __ 34 (65%) 
- Music of Cambodia _ 28 (53%) 
- Cambodian food = 2 182%) 
- Images of Cambodian landscape __ 26 (50%) 
- Stories or poetry of Cambodia __25_ (48%) 
- Other (Please state clearly) 
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Please see the Comments Section in Appendix B that corresponds to the Question 
Number as some respondents made brief comments in addition to their choice selection. 
7-What other Cambodian religious traditions or practices also inspire you in your daily 
life? 

Data is collected, counted, and reported below but is not by ranking but the tally of those 


that were answered. Some respondents only selected one or two choices that they felt were 


important for them. Some respondents left this question all blank as they do not apply to them. 


- Visiting temples __17__ (32%) 
- Buddhism =:12+ @3%) 
- Catholicism __10__ (16%) 
- Other (please specify & state clearly) 


Please see the Comments Section below that corresponds to this question as some 
respondents made brief comments in addition to their choice selection. Many respondents left 
them blank because it is a choice that is generally made that once the Cambodian individual 
accepts Jesus Christ into their heart, it is expected that the person will leave behind their old 
ways of practices. This practice is done to be consistent with Biblical teaching of worshiping 
none other than God. Some respondents do not choose any of the top 3 listed choices but instead 
choose to list their Comments as their answer choice. 

8-I’m inspired by music, stories, testimonies, or preaching that: 

Data is collected, counted, and reported below but is not by ranking but the tally of those 
that were answered. Not all the respondents ranked the answers. Some respondents only selected 
one or two choices that they felt were important for them. Some respondents left this question 
blank. 


- Speak of helping others a2). 
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Please see the Comments Section in Appendix B that corresponds to the Question 


Number as some respondents made brief comments in addition to their choice selection. 


Share stories of people who are uprooted and alienated from their country 
Tell of people who are seeking refuge 

Call forth Living faith in Christ 

Give a sense of belong 


Other (Please specify & state clearly) __ 


_16__ 
ae ces 
= 


_26__ 


C. Respondents’ Comments Section — Additional Comments Made by The Respondents 


Please see Appendix B for Comments made by the respondents in addition to their 


answers. 
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Chapter 5 
Conclusions And Recommendations 

In this chapter, conclusions from the case study will be discussed and recommendations 
will also be made based upon the findings from the research. 
A. Conclusions 

This study was focused on the Long Beach Cambodian American United Methodist 
Church, a Cambodian worshiping community, the lives of whose members were impacted and 
shaped by the story of coming to the United States to escape the horrors of war. The purpose of 
this study was to explore the role that worship plays in the lives of the congregants, and also to 
examine the salient elements that are impactful or meaningful and also characterize the 
worshiping community. In this chapter, I will make a few observations and draw conclusions 
from the data presented in chapter 4, and also offer a few recommendations for worship in a 
Cambodian congregation. 

My hypothesis was that due to the experience and stories of survival of the unimaginable 
atrocities and the resilience of their spirits from the faith found in Christ, there are unique 
expressions of passion and life in the Cambodian worship community that can be harnessed to 
bring about meaningful congregation worship and vitality. Having overcome their painful past, 
members of the Cambodian worship community are able to empathize with those who may face 
struggles. Their passion is common in that they appreciate a second chance at life in a new 
country and they want to help others for they know what it was like to be in dire need and to how 
scared and alone they felt when their lives were in grave danger of dying from starvation, illness 
or execution. For the survivors, they are grateful to have overcome death and often they answer 


with just a single choice to the questions in the Questionnaire as if to stress the importance of 
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what they chose because it is truly the most important for them. For example, “To be in the 
presence of the holy” for Question Number 3, and “To help others, and show them kindness” for 
Question Number 4, “Words that bring hope, comfort and strength” for Question Number 5, and 
“Living faith in Christ’ Question Number 8 are top answers for the respondents when they are 
asked for the most important reason for them to attend a worship service, or about what inspires 
them. 

There is a common theme of discovering that God is the source of help and a powerful 
being who can help them. The trust in God can be seen from the analysis of the data in the 
comments of the respondents whose faith journeys have different start spanning the years from 
1979 to the current 2023. A quick look again at some of the comments provided by the 
respondents gives hope to those who may be facing trouble. The comments remind me of the 
Bible passage Psalm 121:1-2: 


'T lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
where does my help come from? 
2My help comes from the LorD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth.*! 


Here are some comments from the respondents from the data analysis that show their 
strong faith and hope in the God in whom they had experienced rescue, hope and life. For these 
Cambodian Christians, their belief and decision to become Christians speak volumes because 
they are leaving their Buddhist identity and traditions behind. Moreover, to become so sure and 
committed in their faith in Jesus they have to overcome cultural bias and criticism from 
Cambodian non-believers as well. They are truly not ashamed of the Gospel nor of their faith 


because sometimes their Cambodian peers who are non-believers can make fun of them for their 


41 New International Version. 
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faith. In the worse scenario, their friends can accuse them of abandoning their own Cambodian 
culture where people are expected to follow Buddhism and go to the Buddhist temple to worship 
and venerate the monks. Each of the following comments shows how the respondents have 
experienced the Holy and how they trust God and how grateful they are that they found comfort, 
hope and peace. The results also showed that the respondents learn to love others because of the 
teachings of God or because of the inspiration they have from their faith in God. Some 
appreciate God as the source for their lives or their inspirations. 

“We must have Jesus in life. Jesus inspires life.” 

“2022- I believe in the true God who can saves and can help me out of my troubles.” 

“T love the Words of God.” 

“T like all the choices of this question. I love the Words of God for they give me peace 
and hope in my heart.” 

“2022-Because I believe in the true God, no matter if I have troubles or worries, I know I 
have God who can help save me.” 

“T have love for other because I love the teaching of God and listening to God’s Words 
for the Words teach us to love, to help, to understand each other.” 

“My experience with God was unique and Jesus saved me from paralysis and death.” 

It is also a delightful finding to see that the respondents have positive and life-changing 
experiences at our Long Beach Cambodian American United Methodist Church and that they 
feel they have a good experience and good example of God’s love in their fellow Cambodian 
church family who are loving and caring to look toward as well. It is interesting to discover that 


the respondents feel connected to their native Cambodian roots when they worship in a space 


where their native Cambodian traditions are incorporated. This finding will help worship leaders 


aD 


to recognize the role that Cambodian culture can play in worship in terms of images, stories, 
songs and music, and especially language. 

The respondents also share that they can understand the Words of God much better when 
they worship in their native tongue as can be seen in the following comments: 

“Cambodian worship service helps me understand the Bible better and its explanation in 
my language.” 


J 


“Cambodian worship help explain, and I can understand the Bible better.’ 
“The good theology of the teaching of God and more.” 

“Also, Pastor Christina Lee has encouraging testimonies, examples and her passion for 
Christ.” 
B. Recommendations 

Some elements of worship are more salient to the Cambodian church worship experience 
than others. Given the history of what the Cambodian people went through from 1975 to 1979, 
during the tragic time of their dark past where many lost their loved ones to the hands of the evil 
communist Khmer Rouge regime, the Cambodian people have faced death and their own 
imminent demise but survived due to the grace of God. They have a common bond with those 
who went through the same ordeals, and for the younger Cambodian generation, they have 
relatives who are survivors who may share their stories of survival with them. Thus, it is 
important for those who may choose to work with a Cambodian church to consider some salient 
elements that are relevant to the Cambodian church context. The following six key points are 
important to the spiritual life of the Cambodian congregation. 

1. Testimonies: A Time During Worship that Incorporates Testimonies Can Be Life-Giving 


and Hope-Sharing 
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Having survived unimaginable atrocities during the Khmer Rouge Regime, the lucky 
survivors who made it to the United States have incredible stories of their courageous escape to 
the new country as well as painful loss of their loved ones. They also have stories of how 
difficult it is to adapt to a new country with language barriers and the challenge of adjusting to a 
new culture, foods, and a new way of living. While having survived and escaped to a new 
country is a blessing, some survivors find that they have lost their identity in that they find 
themselves “useless” because they were once a professor or a business owner but now, they do 
not speak the language and are unable to work. Some survivors have difficulty in dealing with 
their post-traumatic stress disorder due to having escaped their own death or having witnessed 
the execution of their loved ones or other people at the whims of the Khmer Rouge soldiers. 
Some survivors still suffer mental disorders of anxiety or depression because they are widows, 
widowers, or orphans due to the war. For these survivors, those who became Christians, they 
find peace and a sense of belonging in the church. Some of them look forward to meeting other 
people on Sundays because church is a way of life for them, especially the older adults who are 
in their sixties to their eighties. 

I have seen church congregations celebrate and affirm a person who shares what 
struggles he or she has experienced in their current stage and when God has answered their 
prayers during the Testimonies Time portion during Sunday worship which is like the Joys and 
Concerns portion during worship in certain denominations such as the Methodist Church. 

2. “Welcome and Recognition”: “See Me” and “A Sense of Belonging” 

Something that adds to the uniqueness of the Cambodian church is that first-time visitors 

are asked to stand so they can be acknowledged, greeted, and celebrated. I know about some 


first-time visitors who were disappointed that they were not asked to stand to be acknowledged 
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by the worship leaders even though they were celebrated by applause from the congregation. I 
have also seen a couple of occasions where the first-time visitors would rather remain sitting or 
anonymous if they came by themselves or if they came with their friends, their friends want them 
to be recognized. At our church, as their pastor, I teach our congregation that we all belong to a 
church family and our head of our family is our Creator who loves us so much and Jesus is that 
tangible love for humanity. I often would remind them that we are brothers and sisters in Christ 
and God loves each of us for who we are — short or tall, dark or fair-skin. I really like how author 
Tony Merida puts it: “And the church is a family of adopted brothers and sisters ... When we 
come to faith in Christ, we get not only a new relationship with our Father but new family 
members too.”*” Therefore, most of the Cambodian churches prefer the standing 
acknowledgement of the first-time guests and as such, it is best to check with the specific church 
one will be working with if one is in doubt as to what their specific preference is. From the 
Project, fifty percent of respondents indicated that they would be inspired by stories, preaching 
or testimonies that “Give a sense of belonging.” 

3. Special Songs: “Sing a New Song to the Lord” 

From the Project, another observation is that the respondents have chosen “To sing 
songs” as one of the most important reasons for them to attend worship service and 73 percent of 
the respondents chose this which tie with the answer choice of “To share my story and 
testimony.” The respondents also chose “To sing songs with tunes that reflect Cambodian 
culture” for the question that asks for the “most important reason that you attend a Cambodian 


worship service.” 


*” Tony Merida, Love Your Church: 8 Great Things About Being a Church Member (Sevenoaks, 
UK: The Good Book Company, 2021), 17. 
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Therefore, this is a uniqueness of the Cambodian church for the congregation members 
enjoy singing. There is usually a section in the worship program that makes room for a ‘Special 
Song’ which is when a congregation member or visitor offers a ‘special song’ to God. The 
special song is ideally scheduled a week ahead for church members but sometimes can be a last- 
minute request to the pastor and it is allowed if it is approved for the same Sunday if things are 
moving along on time in the worship program. For visiting guests who like to offer “special 
song’ to God, it is often that same week if the time allows and if it is all right with the pastor. 
Sometimes, an individual may not necessarily be gifted with singing talent but because the 
individual may be so devoted to God and they’re learning about a song that is very meaningful 
and the song is speaking to the person’s life, that the person would like to sing and share with the 
congregation. The congregation is often very accepting and supportive of such individual who 
feels that God is touching their lives through the songs, and they would listen and offer applause 
when the singing is over. 

I recognize that this impromptu act of having people offering “special song’ on a spur of 
the moment may not be practical in most “standard” church context as rehearsal and advanced 
preparation is needed but with Cambodian churches, this is a common occurrence, especially 
with smaller churches. It is also good to note that some of the congregation members would help 
join in to sing with the person and if the person is singing off key, the congregation will offer 
their support and applaud for the effort! Sometimes, there may be a couple of people who would 
like to sing to offer the ‘special song’ to God in each Sunday and so be prepared to have some 
room for this praise-giving portion and perhaps take the suggestion of author Ruth C. Duck on 


having some flexibility in the worship program. She writes: 


Od. 


Every worship service should leave room for unprogrammed expressions of heartfelt 
praise and human concern. Traditions that do not highly value spontaneity can learn from 
those that do. 


4. Sharing A Meal: Showcasing God’s Providence and Identifying with Familiarity 

Some Cambodian churches end their worship and immediately share a meal together. 
Sharing a meal together is not just biblically important but it gives the congregation a chance to 
celebrate God’s goodness and God’s providence. The meals are usually familiar and delicious 
Cambodian main course dishes that bring comfort and fond memories of special celebrations in 
their native countries or just being able to enjoy the food with their current fellow Christian 
brothers and sisters. Rice is a staple food in the Cambodian culture and it is often served with 
other dishes when it is plain rice where the rice is cooked without any flavoring. Rice can be 
cooked and then fried rice is made from the plain cooked rice by adding seasoning, Chinese 
sausages and eggs to it. Rice can also be made into rice soup or known to some as congees. 
These different variations of cooked rice are often served and shared among friends, 
acquaintances and are often served at Cambodian churches and they create a bond of friendship. 

The sharing of the meal is also a time to highlight the cooking skills of the congregation 
members who volunteer to take turns cooking and they serve God with their given talents. 
Sometimes, there are also those who bring potluck dishes to join in as well. For example, a very 
commonly enjoyed main dish for Cambodian is Nom Banh Chok. This is where there is a soup 
made from ingredient of fish and or chicken with ground up lemon grass leaves and other spices 
and it is added onto a bowl of soft, fine long noodles that resembles small white linguini strands 
served with fine chopped up mixture of vegetables that included carrots, bean sprouts and green 


beans. As such, sharing a meal together is very important in the Cambodian community. It is 


3 Ruth Duck, Finding Words for Worship (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1995), 3. 
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interesting that the custom of sharing meals of the Cambodian congregation coincides with 
biblical importance of sharing meals as seen with the Lord’s Supper when Jesus had the supper 
with his disciples and there are other examples of occasions where Jesus had shared meals in the 
Bible. Tony Merida puts it best in words and it is very applicable to the Cambodian 
congregation, when he said, 


Meals have a way of taking us home. Whenever I eat meatloaf, I think of my mom because 
she always makes it for me when I visit. When my wife and I were in Ukraine for forty days, 
we got excited when we saw the golden arches of McDonald’s. We’re usually not excited 
about McDonald’s, but it was a taste from home. 


5. Include Cambodian Cultural Christian Songs: “A Sweet Sound to the Ears” 

Cambodian people love to have gatherings at their houses if they can do so, and again, 
many of those people love to sing Karaoke, as Cambodian Christians who have converted to 
Christianity retain their love of singing. There are Cambodian hymnals that have been translated 
from the American hymnal book that include familiar songs such as “It Is Well with My Soul” or 
“How Great Thou Art” or “Amazing Grace.” There are also songs that have been translated from 
other Christian songs such as “My Jesus” or “God Sent His Son” that the worship leaders use to 
lead the Cambodian congregation in their worship. 

However, Cambodian congregations also have their own unique book of Cambodian 
Christian songs that has some of the songs that were written and set to Cambodian cultural types 
of music. These songs written to the cultural context of the Cambodian familiar tunes allow the 
singers and listeners to reminisce and the music is like “A Sweet Sound to the Ears” especially 


for the older Cambodian generation. 


44 Merida, Love Your Church, 65. 
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Those types of songs set to the Cambodian cultural tune of music allow the singer or the 
audience to be able to dance to the music in different ways with specific hands movements or 
foot movements. The different names for those types of music are Chongvak Kbach, Chongvak 
Romvong, Chongvak Saravan, Chongvak Khmer Leur, and Chongvak Madizon. Chongvak 
(jong-vak) means “type of rhythm.” Cambodian people enjoy dancing to these cultural dances. 
As such, they have Christian lyrics set to the familiar tunes of the cultural secular songs. 
However, there is a caveat to consider — while many enjoy these types of Cambodian Christian 
songs that are set to the tunes of familiar cultural secular songs, other Cambodian Christians or 
Cambodian pastors may not approve of such songs. The reason is that these type of songs are not 
considered ‘holy’ or appropriate to sing to God by some individuals because some of the tunes of 
the original songs are of romantic or too playful of a nature and deemed not appropriate. There 
are also others who object or are hesitant to sing these ‘modified songs’ because they do not 
consider these songs to be original. Therefore, if someone is going to work with the Cambodian 
congregation and if it comes to type of song selection or preference, be sure to check with the 
local church leadership for their opinion and thoughts on the matter. 

Keeping in mind the caveats above on song selection preference, this uniqueness of 
cultural music inclusion to consider is also pointed out in Ruth Duck’s chapter on Finding Words 
to Sing. It is important to note that singing can unite people in a common voice by supporting 
each other in their common bond while they sing to and sing about God. In addition, it is 
important to have diverse styles of singing or songs especially in a cultural context. Author Ruth 
Duck points out the importance of the diversity of styles of singing. “Singing their faith in the 
characteristic musical forms of a culture can help people sing more wholeheartedly with a greater 


depth of feeling. This is true of national and ethnic cultures as well as regional and class 
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subcultures.’*° This advice is especially true when we think about the fact that even in each 
congregation, people could like different music, some might like country music, and some might 
like jazz. 
6. They Need Their Pastor: The Shepherd (Kru Kungveal) with Compassion 

Although this last salient point of the importance of congregation wanting to have a 
compassionate pastor who they can lean on and look up to for help was not covered in the 
questionnaire of the Project, this is important to remember. As a pastor for a Cambodian church, 
the pastor is perceived and expected to be the ‘leader’ of the church family. The congregation put 
their trust in in the pastor and follow wholeheartedly their pastor as their leader. I offer this 
important point here because of personal experience of being a congregation member for many 
years and now as a pastor. It is an important pearl to keep in mind. In fact, even though the role 
of the pastor was not addressed in this questionnaire of the Project due to the limitation and to 
keeping the Project manageable, one of the respondents alluded to the role of a pastor as being 
leader in his/her comment as follows: 


“T have decided, and I am committed to my belief. I am committed to accept my 
brothers and sisters in Christ as my church family and I believe in the pastor as the leader 
as well.”* 


The pastor who is interested in working with a Cambodian congregation will discover 
that much will be expected of the pastor. The people will look up to the pastor, expect the pastor 
to solve problems and to have the answers. The term “Kru Kungveal” is a title used in reference 


to the pastor in the Cambodian language and congregation. It is made up of the word Kru, 


45 Duck, Finding Words for Worship, 102. 


46 Respondent’s Comment from the Project, Appendix B, 67. 
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meaning ‘teacher’ and ‘Kungveal’ which means ‘a shepherd or to shepherd.’ Often, the pastor is 
expected to be the literal shepherd of the congregation. 

Our Kru Kungveal is expected to lead by example, live by example, and serve by 
example. The congregation longs to see and meet the pastor and to be with their pastor. They 
want to know about the pastor’s family. After all, they consider the pastor to be a part of their 
lives. When I first came to the United States in the early 1980s, my pastor at the time was a man 
of small stature yet he preached with a charismatic fervor, high energy, and intensity with a 
booming voice, and his sermons were powerful. However, that powerful presence was not the 
lasting impression that I have of him. It was his kind heart for the congregation. He and his 
family were also immigrants like us, and he did not have much income or possessions. Despite 
the lack of financial resources, he would use what he had to buy rice for families who did not 
have much and he would take some of the youth to K-Mart (a store much like today’s Target 
stores) and bought us each an article of clothing because we did not have much. He was truly an 
inspiration to me. 

My Christian sponsors are also pastors who live and lead by example. They sponsored 
my aunts and me to come to the United States in the early 1980s. My sponsor and his wife have 
been serving God for 50 years now. They have now returned to live and serve God in Cambodia 
and continue their work of evangelizing in my home country so that people can know the love of 
God through Jesus. When I visited and shadowed him in Cambodia in 2014 for three weeks to 
see what his days were like in serving God there, I saw how hard he was working in his day to 
day in his work of serving God with his church. It is no wonder that God has blessed him and his 
wife with a mega-church in Cambodia. He serves God with all his mind, heart, soul, and 


strength. It was like a boot camp for me just to shadow him then and observe him. He would 
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wake up at 6:00 AM and be at church by 7:00 AM for teaching Bible study and doing Devotions 
to his church members daily and would go home for lunch at noon and be back at church at 1:30 
PM. His day would not be finished until 7:00 PM and sometimes at 8:00 PM on the two days of 
the week that he leads evening home Bible study. I can clearly see that serving God is truly his 
strength and joy. Despite any troubles or burdens that might come in his way, he has kept his 
eyes on God and trust in God’s promise and God has blessed him and his ministry. 

These two pastors have fueled and affirmed my continued commitment and my calling to 
serve God and I see that when I continue to serve God with passion like they do. God has been 
and will continue to be my tower of strength in my life journey. I had mentioned at the beginning 
of this section that as a pastor to the Cambodian church, much will be expected of the pastor. As 
such, those who may want to work as a pastor or to collaborate with the Cambodian 
congregation, need to know these expectations but the congregation will also give a lot of love 
and respect to the pastor too. However, even though the pastor’s work may seem a lot, it is 
rewarding when the pastor serves wholeheartedly and passionately with love of people, love of 
God and a passion for ministry. For God who sees and knows the heart and God will bless 
tireless labor. 

In summary, I believe that incorporating the unique salient elements of worship 
discovered from the Questionnaire of the project and knowing how their roles are important 
based on the life experiences of the Cambodian congregation will make worship meaningful, 
bring healing and draw people closer to God of peace and love. The worship elements that are 
based on their passion and their life experience that included having survived the Cambodian 
Genocide as well as their cultural uniqueness such as Cambodian music and personal testimonies 


will infuse vitality into the weekly Sunday worship experience. When the congregation sees the 
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elements of worships that are familiar and relevant and hearing uplifting and inspiring Words of 
God spoken during the sermons, they will experience a joyful, life-giving and culturally relevant 
worship. This type of setting for worship provides for having a vibrant church where the 
congregation members who long to be in the presence of the Holy, to be in the company of other 
believers and to be inspired together with those who have survived a similar life journey and 
feeling they belonged, the congregation will flourish beautifully and fully in God’s grace. Given 
that the research discussed previously in the Calvin Institute of Worship article that have shown 
that trauma affected the whole person in the areas of physical and spiritual aspects and how 
giving the affected people a safe space to name and talk about their experiences help with their 
healing, the need to remember to invite people to give input and be a part of the worship 
planning team will bring out a wholesome worship experience as well. 

Should a person be interested in working with a Cambodian church, the elements relating 
to the values and life of the Cambodian worship community that are found from the case study 
with the Long Beach Cambodian American United Methodist Church can be helpful as they seek 
to design a worship that is meaningful, joyful, brings healing and contributes to spiritual growth, 


and enhances the vitality and life-giving experiences of a worship community. 
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Appendix A 


The Bilingual Project Questionnaire 


Survey Questions BROCE 


1. When did you become a Christian and why 7AHAMSH WA AMsinwAM wiwinAy ? 


2. How often do you attend worship services? AHAGHIEH wubip:dinamuuie ? 
a. More than once per week {(Ufufl OHAAND fumU) _b. once per week 9UMUINH 
c. once per month 9124 —_d. a few times per year Hiyhahgnog 


3. Choose the most important reason for you to attend a worship service 
UUIMiUINARUNASogAIAUYA RIGA wus: 

[Indicate your answer with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 
UBAUIAIOIFwiUAHAYWIMeAGS UNUEAIMeNAso Fm Fa 

- To be with a community of believers___ eG MisMYyWwAN ausyntc] 

- To be in the presence of the holy__tAid}isichywigensyp ‘iam anuitug 

-To share my story and testimony__taficamwijnni8aFugnes 
-Tosingsongs HUG] AGIPH]A 

- Other ij J (Please specify and state clearly MUUSMAG;ENw) 


4. Choose the most important reason that you attend a Cambodian worship service 
UIP ATUINGRUAASHRARUHAGUEAY AH WwusIN sue smhAias 
[Indicate your answer with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 
NURUGGwiuHAYyWIUsHAss unvEAIMeHso Fm Fc 
- To get together with people who share my history and understand my story 
yhumywegagikumcionnwpifanysawiahianiveasg 
- To sing songs with tunes that reflect Cambodian culture | 
ef ao anhywrsivug:umahiyjasiuayyrs anys 
- To find hope for myself and other Cambodians____ 
ujiuhinguijummgsSha sinfigiticn)a 
- To help others, and show them kindness 
Wiejdweynhig)a jpysibwigh aiQriandm Ap evyyies 
- Other ij (Please specify and state clearlyeyuuUsmMAGsonE) 
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5. What have you found to be most helpful to you in Cambodian worship services? 
Gin uyrnsinnig mwsprundsoyanvynisighnyligwupin:mywesmAigs? 
[Indicate with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 

NURUEGwiuHAhYyWUeAss unuuAMMeAso Fm Fc 

- Stories and music from Cambodia____ aniSaa Sayre fri 

- Sharing testimonies and stories __s miigamweugusaiahiongn 

- Eating and having fellowship with others from the Cambodian community fii am 
MUNISAN SMIUAUAYwWwHADIG]AAUNALSig 
- Words that bring hope, comfort and strength__{p:Ugnvitiusifeuifjy Anngig Shayin 
- Other ifjhd (Please state clearlyeysusmA 


gj) 


6. What things from Cambodian culture are most inspiring for you and make you feel closer 
to God? qndundiyyndtarta MAASHAAANUYASUG aA SHnIYyAnAAggsmywip: ? 
[Indicate with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 

NURUEGwiuHAYywUeAss unvunMMe]Aso Fm Fc 

- Images of Cambodian temples and worship places__ jUMNISjUMNS SN NShAighhwuAtN: 
- Images of Cambodian landscape___jUmnisigfum nUAI IS EAB 

- Stories or poetry of Cambodia__ Jani YAASNsUAILUIS Aye 

- Music of Cambodia__ a] §iuauppissayin 

-Cambodian food __ YUMUTNU ALLIS curigen 

- Other ij (Please state clearlysysusmnAgjonas) 
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7. What other Cambodian religious traditions or practices also inspire you in your daily life? 
gm sig] us nnsymipAuRanevsngyn sie)aiwovdyeuiag nGqisighAiapotigiuayn ? 

[Indicate with the #1, then rank the others #2, #3, #4] 

NURUEBWwiUAHAYMIUe]Ass uNuEAIMeHsO Fm Fc 


- Buddhism Agius 


- Catholicism mah 
- Visiting temples MIFAH[MAMEAH 
- Other iRjhJ (please specify & state clearlyajuummAgjop) 


8. I’m inspired by music, stories, testimonies, or preaching that: sHinse gomatin 
Sno ging Dhhion magsugus ymiiupwsiiov: 

- Speak of helping others__—« SunwajwnsmigwanHARis 

- Share stories of people who are uprooted and alienated from their country, _—sjcAM WA 
hnigunsmaAuasansiyanivlturs wAhauagqaa 

- Tell of people who are seeking refuge___—{MUvSeusivuAnhianincin 

- Living faith in Christ___ Aquinisighitainumsivosing)fisgnyn: ey 

-Give asense of belong__ RMU GjSiHASwWismamMA 

- Other ij J (Please specify & state clearlyajuUmmMnAGsont) 
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Appendix B 
Respondents’ Comments to the Questionnaire 

Under Question number 1, the question asks the respondent “When did you become 
a Christian and why?” 

Here are some of the comments in addition to their choice of the answer options... 

“I became a Christian since 2009 because I believe God is my Lord, my shepherd, my 
only God. I believe He lives in me in my heart.” 

“T was nine years old. God blessed me and protected me through my toughest time.” 

“2001 — I was invited in college through Asian-American Christian Fellowship to hear 
the Good News. My experience with God was unique and Jesus saved me from paralysis and 
death.” 

“When I was 8 years old. I feel like God has blessed my family and wanted to serve 
God.” 

“T became a Christian through my spouse.” 

“T became a Christian through my marriage.” 

“1979 — because Jesus saved my life. He is the true God.” 

“20006. I believe in God after I find that no matter how good a person is, the person 
sometimes has bad things happen in life and finally I discovered that God created mankind and 
God is powerful.” 

“T love God.” 

“It was in Kao I Dang, Thailand refugee camp, that I became a believer. While I was 
having anxiety of separation from my aunt, and I was sad. Then I found Jesus and started going 


J 


to church there.’ 
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“1981. I believe in Jesus Christ, and I love God’s ways.” 

“T became a Christian in 2020. The reason is that I learned about the amazing fact that 
God helps saves humanity and that God does not discriminate saves all nations.” 

“T gave my life to God in 1993. I was baptized in 2006. There is no one else who can help 
me but God whom I believe in.” 

“2020 — because I believe Jesus is God and is the best God in the world.” 

“2022-Because I believe in the true God, no matter if I have troubles or worries, I know I 
have God who can help save me.” 

“All of my life, my mother read the Bible. But a few years ago, I was about to become 
homeless. But God saved me and at that point, I found the Lord.” 

“T believe God since in the refugee camp and I have faith in God, and I love God.” 

“2022- I believe in the true God who can saves and can help me out of my troubles.” 
“1988 — The family goes to church.” 
“Since I was born. My parents are Christian.” 

“1998 — Jesus is God, the Savior.” 

“I became a Christian since late 2022 because I want to serve God. He is the truth, and 
Fe is life. He leads the way for me when I’m lost.” 

“Around 2019 because I felt like God rescued me from my previous lifestyle and changed 
my perspective. From there, I counted my blessings and sought to change.” 
Under Question number 2, the question asks the respondents “How often do you 


attend worship services?” 


Comments — Non-applicable. 
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Under Question number 3, the question asks the respondent “Choose the most 
important reason for you to attend a worship service.” 

Here are some of the comments in addition to their choice of the answer options... 

“T have decided and am committed to my belief: Iam committed to accept my brothers 
and sisters in Christ as my church family and I believe in the pastor as the leader as well.” 

“Because God is good. Because God gives good ideas and wisdom. Because God 
provides salvation. I want to offer to God the best songs of praise. I truly believe in this God.” 

“Iam happy to come worship God because God’s true love is revealed to me during 
worship time.” This was a comment to the respondent’s answer of “to be in the presence of the 
holy” for his/her choice for Question Number 3. 

“The presence of the Holy Spirit.” 

“It’s about life and friendship.” 

“God is salvation.” 

“IT want my daughter to share her growing faith and to be God’s servant in the future.” 

“So that I can have a better life and also I have eternal life.” 

Under Question number 4, the question asks the respondent “Choose the most 
important reason that you attend a Cambodian worship service.” 

Here are some of the comments in addition to their choice of the answer options... 

“To be in the presence of others who love all.” 

“To help me learn Khmer and connect with God’s people.” 
“T like all of the choices listed here and they are the reasons I attend the church.” 


“Cambodian worship service helps me understand the Bible better and its explanation in 


my language.” 
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“Cambodian worship help explain, and I can stand the Bible better.” 


“T want to serve God.” 
Under Question number 5, the question asks the respondent “What have you found 
to be most helpful to you in Cambodian worship services?” 


Here are some of the comments in addition to their choice of the answer options... 


“We must believe in God.” 

“T love others for I know the true God.” 

“The good theology of the teaching of God and more.” 

“T like all the choices of this question. I love the Words of God for they give me peace 


and hope in my heart.” 


“Also, Pastor Christina Lee has encouraging testimonies, examples and her passion for 
Christ.” 

Under Question number 6, the question asks the respondent “What things from 
Cambodian culture are most inspiring for you and make you feel closer to God?” 

Here are some of the comments in addition to their choice of the answer options... 

“T feel the power of God in this church more than other churches.” 

“To worship God.” This was written in a #1 for this person for the category of “Other.” 

“T must accept God and have God in my life. God is life for us.” 

“T feel close to God when I attend church.” 

“This church is a very good place to worship God.” 


“T love everything about this church for I have hope here and that is why I come to 


worship almost every Sunday.” 


“T want to have a closer relationship to God.” 


fe: 


“To share the Good News to the people.” 

“Share wisdom and support with my Khmer family and community.” 

Under Question number 7, the question asks the respondent “What other 
Cambodian religious traditions or practices also inspire you in your daily life?” 

Here are some of the comments in addition to their choice of the answer options... 

“We must have Jesus in life. Jesus inspires life.” 

“T love the Words of God.” 

“T have love for other because I love the teaching of God and listening to God’s Words 
for the Words teach us to love, to help, to understand each other.” 

“Nothing religious but important is spirituality that is living by the examples of Christ. 
The goals are to be more and more like Christ.” 

“Jesus. God, inspires me.” 
“Christian life inspires me.” (3 same responses) 
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“Belief in God inspires me.’ 


J 


“Love God and love people.’ 
“T never know what Buddhism is like; I only know Jesus.” 

“T worship/practice Christian ways only.” 

“Knowing about the wellbeing of my fellow Cambodian people inspire my daily life.” 

“Attending church inspires me.” This was a simple answer for this section as nothing else 
matters for him/her but just the act of attending worship. 

Under Question number 8, the question asks the respondent “I’m inspired by music, 


stories, testimonies, or preaching that...” 


Here are some of the comments in addition to their choice of the answer options... 
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“T get inspired and encouraged from listening to God’s Words and the meaningful 
teaching of God’s Words.” 

“To show support and comfort for our Khmer elders and spread love, kindness, grace 
and support.” 
“T love to hear Christian life testimonies for they inspire me.” This person chose the answer 
choice “Living faith in Christ” as his/her only answer to this question. A few other respondents 


did the same. 
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